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PREF ACE. 


TR E writer of the following ſheets, in ſub- 
mitting them to the conſideration of the public, 
feels himſelf more influenced by zeal for the 
community, than by any views of a private or 
perſonal nature. He is therefore little ſolicitous 
of literary rewards, or intereſted in the reputa- 
tion he is likely to obtain as an author, farther 
than as ſuch a wiſh may be connected with that 
ſtrict regard to truth and juſtice, which is the 


chief object of his ambition, and the only quali- 


fication eſſentiall requiſite to ente the cha- 
racter to which he aſpires. 
If the impartial relation of circumſtances to | 


which h has adhered ſhould fortunately reſeue 


one fact from the miſt of falſhood, with which 


the arts of defigning and intereſted men have la- 


boured to diſguiſe it, or aſſiſt in doing juſtice to 
the conduct of one individual, who might other- 
wiſe fall a victim to the ſecret ſhafts of envy, and 
the malicious rancour of party, he will enjoy 2 
conſcious and heart- felt pleaſure, ſuperior to eve- 
ry other poſſible gratification, and eonſider ſuch a 
recompenſe as fully proportioned to the aſſiduity 
and agxious trouble with which he has collected, 
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* arranged the ſeveral materials of 
which the preſent narrative is compoſed. 

His ſatisfaction will be perfect, and his reward 
complete, if by an early and candid expoſition 
of the ſtate of affairs in India, and of the ſeveral 
political tranſactions which have led thereto, he 
ſhould be ſo happy as to furniſh any information 
of the ſmalleſt public utility, and tending to point 
out the means of either remedying paſt evils, or 
preventing a repetion of fimilar diſaſters hereafter. 

It is with this animating hope that he pre- 
fumes to addrefs the Honourable Court of Di- 
rectors of the United Eaſt-India Company upon 
the preſent occaſion, and to ſubmit the following 
production to their particular attention and con- 
fideration, convinced that the watchful care and 
ardent zeal, with which they are accuſtomed to 
fuperintend and promote the important intereſts 
committed to their management and direction, 
will make them gladly and favourably liſten to 
whatever bears an appearance of contributing to 
advance the ſame deſirable object, and that at all 
events, their well-known candour and generoſity 
of ſentiment, will make every indulgent and libe- 
ral allowance, and pardon any defect in the per- 
formance itſelf, in conſideration of the motives 
from which it originated. . 
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RETROSPECTIVE VIEW 
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consIDERATION 
3 wy 
INDIA AFFAIRS, 


A FAITHFUL account of the Mharatta war, 
including every material tranſaction of a military as 
well as political nature, that has occurred in India for 
above eight years paſt, muſt at this juncture prove a 
pleaſing and intereſting ſuhject, and be of infinite uſe to 
throw a juſt light upon thoſe important points, which 
are at preſent the objects of public enquiry and diſcuſ- 
ſion, and in obtaining a certain knowledge of which, 
national juſtice, no leſs than that due to many indivi- 
duals of character and ſtation in the Company's n 
is ſo eſſentially concerned. | 
The magnitude and difficulty of the taſk, though it 
excites my apprehenſion, cannot deter me from the 
attempt; becauſe, however defeQtive my narrative may 
be found in the exterior ornaments of ſtyle and grace 
of compoſition, it will (L am conſcious) be dictated by 
the warmeſt and moſt zealous wiſhes for the intereſts 
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of my country, by a mind totally diveſted of all preju- 
dice or partiality whatever, and by an actual knowledge 
of moſt of the important facts that are related, which 
is derived either from perſonal obſervation, or from ſuch 
authentic papers and youchers, as are e and incon- 
trovertible. 

To the encouragement this conſideration gives me, 
is added another motive {ſill more animating, when I 
reflect that this narrative is expreſſly intended for the 
peruſal of the Company's repreſentatives at home, and 
upon a ſubject which they have deemed deſerving of 
the moſt particular and careful attention, and will, on 
that account, no leſs than from their acknowledged 
candor and liherality, receive, with flattering ſatisfaction, 
every information regarding it, that bears evident marks 
of truth and moderation of temper. 

I ſhall not take up more time in the dull Su 
of a preface, but after explatning in few words. the 
nature and extent of the preſent work, enter immedi- 
ately into a detail of circumſtances, avoiding as much 
as poſhible any impertinent or unneceſſary intruſion upon 
the patience of the public, as well as every attempt to 
bias or influence their judgments, either by offering 
opinions which are obvious and ſelf evident, or by-put- 
ting ſuch interpretation and gloſs upon facts, as might 
diſguiſe their true colour, and beſt ſerve any particular 
and partial purpoſe. 

It is to a\clearand exact, though not circumſtantial, 


relation of facts I mean to confine myſelf. I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew the conſequences of every military and 


political effort, and the advantages and diſappointments 
reſpectively produced by them, without minutely de- 
ſcribing the operations of the campaign, or the in- 
trigues of the cabinet, farther than may be neceſſary 
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to. point out the errers, of che particular iyſlems from, 
which the latter may have originated, and to prove the 
misfortunes that. have ultimately flowed tom them. 

A more extenſive plan might encreaſe and embel - 
lick the ſubject, hut would not anſwer any yſeful pur, 
pole of information, which. is the fole end I have in 
view, and with the hope of which alone I am animated 
to enter upon the . baſe * mri 
neſs, 

The frequent occaſion I Qua —— ip the cups of this 
narrative to mention the Mharattas, their great power 
as a nation, and indeed the circumſtance of its being en · 
tirely owing to the ſyſtem originally adopted by the 
Company's ſervants in India regarding them, that their 
affairs are at preſent ſo critically and alarmingly ſituated, 
renders ſome account of their wenn in this * 
highly proper and requiſite, 

The otigia and foundation of their empire is a fob- 
ject rather of curioſity and amuſing ſpeculation than of 
uſeful enquiry; it cannot therefore properly belong to 
this place; and were I even diſpoſed to difplay my ta- 
lents for hiſtorical inveſtigation, and the induſtry with 
which, I have exerted them, I ſhould au this occaſion 
decline ſuch an attempt, and acknowledge it anticipated 
by a production which I have lately ſeen, publiſhed by. 
an officer of the Bombay eftabliſhment, and containing 
the moſt reaſonable, and (I believe) genuine account of 
the original formation and ſubſequent riſe of the Mha- 
Tatta power, which has yet been obtained by the Euro- 
pean enquirer, I ſhall therefore only touch upon the 
ſubject, and in the moſt general term. 

The mode of government eſtabliſhed by its fir great 
founder, Sahou or Sewajie, proved to be of no long 
duration; for although the name of ſovereignty ſtill 

B 2 | remains 
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remains with the Rajah, and each ſucceeding Petſhws 


receives the inveſtiture of that office from his hands, 


according to the ceremonious forms originally prac« 
fiſed ; this mark of ſuperiority and attention is almoſt - 
the only one at preſent obſerved; and the real power 
of the ſtate, together with the entire control and ma- 
nagement of affairs, is exercifed and conducted by, 
and under the expreſs authority of, the Peiſhwa, who 
keeps his court at Poonah. This place is at preſent con- 
fidered as the capitat- of the Mharatta empire, fince 
the Rajah, who conſtantly refides at Settara, a ſtrong 
and -almoſt inacceſſible fortreſs about fixty miles diſ- 
tant, is never permitted to ſtir out of the latter, but 
like the bird in its gilded cage, is dazzled and amuſed 
by the falſe glare of external ceremony and reſpect, 
which only ſerves to make the gloom and wretchedneſs 
of his priſon more conſpicuouſly ſplendid. | 
There is perhaps ſcarce any family in the hiſtory of 
mankind, which has produced an equal number of il- 
luſtrious and able characters to that of the preſent 
reigning Peiſhwa. Tt was to the addreſs and influence of 


its founder, Ballajee Pundit, that Rajah Sahou was 


indebted for the eſtabliſhment as well as growth of his 
empire, and gratitude at firſt made him repoſe a confi- 
dence in his benefactor, which habits of indolence 
towards the latter part of his life, and the ability and 
talents of the other, improved into a total relaxation 
from the care and fatigue of buſineſs on his own part, 
and a delegation of his authority to the Peiſnwa. The 
ſucceſſors of the latter treading in his footſteps, have 
transferred this authority to themſelves as matter of 
right, and a precedent to eſtabliſh the ſovereign power 
at preſent exerciſed by them, 


An 
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An adminiftration formed and conducted by men of 
the character above mentioned, and which, to other 
engines of a deſpotie and uncontrolable will, unites 
that of religion, the moſt powerful of all, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily act with deciſion and vigour, and by its wiſe 
and cautious policy, continue to preſerve the wide-ex- 

tended empire it has acquired, no leſs from the fatal 
conſequences of domeſtic diſſentions than from the ef- 
forts of foreign enemies. 

The truth of this obſervation ĩs ered 151 our own 

dear-bought experience, and the diſappointment given 
to the hopes we have long cheriſhed, and even yet un- 
fortunately too much encourage, of creating a diviſion 
of intereſt among the leaders, and in particular of 
ſeparating Mahadjee mo re" from the miniſter Nana 
Furneſe. f , Of em 

It is certain a 3 of very extraordinary and 
unforeſeen events had, at one period, opened to us a 
reaſonable proſpect of obtaining that influence at the 
eburt of Poonah which good policy had long fince 
ſuggeſted to the Company at home, and induced them 
to recommend to their ſervants in India, as a conſtant 
and leading object, in order to exclude and e the 
intrigues of the French nation. 

It is almoſt unneceſſary to add, that the | period to 
which I allude muſt have been that favourable criſis, 
when Ragonaut Row, brother to the Peiſhwa Ballajee 
Badjerow, after having acted as regent during the mi- 
norities of his two nephews, Madhurow and Narrain 
Row, and upon the demiſe of the latter, having en- 
enjoyed the dignity and exerciſed the functions of Peiſh- 
wa himſelf, was compelled to fly from the machina- 
tions of that very party which now governs the Mha- 

A ratta 
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ratta ſtate, and to implore the protection and aid of 
the Engliſh to reſtore him to his native rights. 
It is at that period I propoſe to commence my nar- 


rative, becauſe it was then that our affairs became fa 


mtimately blended with Mharatta politics, as to form 
2 leading object in all our future canncils and meaſures, 
and it is to the line of conduct then adopted by the 
government of Bengal, that we may aſcribe the pre- 
fent war with that nation, and of courſe the multiplied 


misfortunes and ruin with which, in its conſequences, 


it has already overwhelmed. the Britiſh 1 in 
India. 

Had the Governor General and Conneil, 1 ds 
received a clear, and, as it aſterwards appeared, unex- 
2ggerated account of the ſtate of the war, '(wiſely, and 
in conformity to the wiſhes of the Company, entered 
into by the government of Bombay in fupport of Ra- 


gonaut Row) choſe to avail themſelves of the favoura» 


ble opportunity, which their own unimpaired ſtrength, 
and the comparative weakneſs of the acting adminiſtra- 
non at Poonah, ſo fortunately offered them; and inſtead 
of putting an immediate ſtop to hoſtilities, had they 
ſhewed the ſmalleſt determination of ſupporting the 
claims of the unhappy exile, there cannot remain a 
doubt in the breaſt of any unprejudiced perſon, who 
has read and conſidered attentively the public records 
of that period, but that Ragonaut Row, in conjunction 
with us, would have ſhortly been enabled to dictate 
terms of ſubmiſſion to his opponents, and that with 
the re-eſtabliſhment of his authority, all our political 
objects and wiſhes i in the REI ſtate n have 
been completed. 

In proof of this aſſertion, it is only neceſſary to men · 


tion the following undoubted fact, that when the 
6 treaty 
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«treaty wich Ragoba was concluded by the Bombay 
& and their troops had joined him in 'the 
« field, the miniſters were fo exceedingly alarmed, 

« that they ſent a vakeel to Bombay to ſolicit peace, 
« on terms the moſt : advantageous both to Ragoba and 
« the Company ; but before they had delivered their 
* commiſſion, which they were prevented ſome days 
from doing, on account of the Governor's being in- 
_ « diſpoſed, letters arrived from the Bengal government, 
« diſavowing the war, and profeſſing . a determination 
% to make peace; in conſequence of. which, the vaked 
changed his tone, haughtily demanding the reſtitu- 
« tion of Salſette, and the other places of which we 
ic had taken. poſſeſſion, and the ſurrender of Ragonaut 
Row into their hands.” 

It is farther worthy - of -clifirration, that at the aims 
of our withdrawing the Bombay troops from Ragonaut 
Row's ſupport, his own force conſiſted of between 
thirty and forty thouſand men, the greateſt confidence 
and alacrity prevailed throughout the army, in cone 
quence of the ſuperiority recently obtained over the 
miniſterial leader, Hurry Punt Forkea; and many 4 
the principal chiefs of the oppoſition had given proofs 
of an inclination to eſpouſe the interefts of Ragonaut 
Row, which they would moſt affuredly have followed, 
if we had diſcovered any intention of proſecuting the 
advantages already obtained by our arms, and encous 
raged them to take fuch a ſtep, by affording a ſafe and 
certain aſylum againſt the dangerous conſequences that 
_ otherwiſe attend it. 

- Inſtead of this, a line of conduct totally different, 
was unfortunately adopted, and the ſJemiments of a 
majority, equally remarkable for the reftitude and in- 
tegrity of the principles which diQated all their mea 
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15 as for the impolitic and fatal tendency of many 
of the meaſures themſelves, prevailed in Bengal againſt 
every argument of a juſt and wiſe policy, derived from 
the long experience and obſervation of the gentlemen 
who at that time conſtituted the minority, and who in 
the inſtance now alluded to, were certainly directed by 
a perfect knowledge of, and regard to, the intereſts of 
the Company and their country. 

The conſequence of theſe meaſures was duch as might 
naturally have been expected. The Mharatta admini- 
ſtration, taking advantage of the eager and anxious 
deſire we diſcovered for peace, dictated one, upon con- 
ditions in every reſpect diſproportioned to the ſucceſs 
of our arms, and to the ſuperior — we were n 
at that time to proſecute the war. 

Inadequate and imperfect as they were, we bowever 
acceded to them, and the impatience of the Bengal 
government to obtain a treaty, did not ſuffer them to 
diſcern, that the one concluded by Colonel Upton, at 
Poorunda, March 1ſt, 1776, was of ſo ambiguous and 
indeterminate a nature, as to give entire ſecurity and 
ſatisfaction to neither party, and to put it in the power 
of both to renew the war, whenever it might ſuit either 
their intereſt or inclination. 

The Mharattas in the mean time reaped " moſt 
ſolid benefits from this treaty. Sunk conſiderably as a 
Nate in that conſequence, which before the famous 
battle of Panniput they held among the ſtates of 

Hindoſtan, 


„In this remarkable battle, fought little more than twenty 
years ago, the principal Mahommedan chiefs in Hindoſtan, 
ranged under the banners of the conquering Abdallah Durannee, 
ſtruggled for ſuperiority with the Hindoo powers led on by the 
| | Mharattas, 
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Hindoſtan, and which, under the ſhort but "vigorous 
adminiſtration of Madhurow, elder brother to. Narrain 
Row, they were juſt beginning to recover, when his 
death, and the diſſentions that enſued, joined to the 
ſucceſsful interpoſition of our arms, plunged them once 
more into weakneſs and diſtreſs, they required a ſhort 
peaceful receſs, not only to deliver them from the dan- 
gers immediately impending, but to recruit their ex- 
hauſted ſtrength, and prepare for future conteſts. 

OOO e, eee the party 
which then directed the government, in oppoſition to 

the claims of Ragonaut Row, . becauſe it afforded the 
leaders of it an opportunity of exerting all their arts to 
blacken his character and effeQtually ruin his cauſe ; 
and it is to the good uſe they made of this opportunity, 
that we may attribute the total diſaffeQtion which af- 
terwards prevailed againft Ragoba throughout the De- 
can, and rendered every future effort in his favour in- 
adequate and unſucceſsful ; for by delay, always dan- 
gerous, and commonly fatal in domeſtic conteſts, the 
threats and -promiſes of the miniſter, joined to the li- 
berality he found it neceſſary to practiſe on many oc- 
caſious, had leiſure to operate in their full extent; and 
thoſe men who A en into the n aſſociation 


ö 
e and, after a ſevere and bloody N FE vice 
torious. Soujah ul Dowla diſtinguiſhed himſelf greatly on this 
occaſion ; and on the fide of the Mhrattas, / befides many leaders 
of note, and above twenty-five thouſand men, the famous Su- 
- deba, brother to the reigning Peiſhwa, Balla jee Pundit, and his 
: eldeſt ſon, Viſſnaut Row, were ynfortunately flain. This me- 
lancholy event made fo deep an impreſſion on the mind of the 
ſather, as to ſhorten his days, and for a conſiderable period be» 
fore his diſſolution, he was conſtantly repeating the name of his 
| beloxed, ſon, and holding imaginary converſations with him. 

c againſt 
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againſt Ragoba, were not only confirmed in their o 
: enmity, but conſcious of the reſentment and jealouſy 
- which' muſt continue to animate him, ſhould. he expe- 


rience any favourable change of fortune, they felt it 
impoſſible to place the ſmalleſt confidence in his pro- 


ſeſſions of favour, and promiſſes of forgiveneſs, and 


therefore conſidered their own deſtruction as the ne- 
ceſſary conſequence of his elevation to power. 
TTC ſuch 
an idea, and the apprehenſion of his vindictive ſpirit 
was ſo great, that even thoſe who were originally well- 


affected to his intereſts, and had never taken any active 
part againſt him, but who had peaceably acquieſced, 
or perhaps continued to hold appointments under the 
new adminiſtration, thought it dangerous to riſque a 
- change, which muſt expoſe them to the effects of his 
' Jealouſy and ſuſpicion, and became therefore intereſted 
- in the ſupport and ſucceſs of his adverſaries, 


Thus the impolitic and unfeaſonable treaty, con- 


f cluded with the Mharattas in March 1776, deprived 


us of the advantages which were then certainly within 
our graſp; and by the ruin it brought upon the cauſe 
of Ragonaut Row, rendered a-future war an object of 
the greateſt difficulty and hazard, and. not to be under- 
taken but upon grounds of 80 and indiſpenſable 
neceſſity. 

To the en of the "oo ken 155 ruling ſer- 
vants in India were not contented with repreſenting 
merely the diſappointment occaſioned by this treaty, 


but they drew ſuclr a flattering picture of the unſettled 
and diſtracted ſtate of the Mharatta government, and 


ſuggeſted in ſuch lively colours the advantages which 


we might ſtill be able to reap from their diviſions, that, 


as the Delenda eſt Carthago“ of the wiſe Cato was 
| ; _ formerly 


em) | 
formerly the favourite and popular maxim with tba 
ambitious Romans, to paye their way to univerſal em- 
pire, in like manner, the ſettlement of the Mharatta 
ſtate became a fixed and primary object with our legd- 
ing politiciansy both at home and abroad, in order to 
ſecure ah unrivalled dominion in India. 

From this circumſtance it happened, that- the Court 
of Directors, deceived by falſe and exaggerated repre- 
ſentations, did not give that deciſive and ſalutary check 
to the diſpoſition of their preſidencies in India, which 
alone could haye prevented a renewal of hoſtilities ;— 
on the contrary, they contented themſelves with Gmply 
declaring their poſitive intention of ſtrictly adhering to 
the terms of the treaty made by Colonel Upton, which 
they, however, acknowledge is not upon the whole ſo 
agreeable to them as they could wiſh, and feel them- 
ſelves at the ſame time compelled, by motives of ho- 
nour, humanity, and juſtice, to authoriſe a breach of ; 
it, by agreeing to the protection given to Ragoba, in 
direct contradiction to an expreſs article (and no doubt, 
in the opinion of the Mharatta miniſter, the moſt in- 
tereſting and important one) of the treaty. 

It was, in fact, impoſſible for the Company to have - 

adopted a different line. To have ſurrendered Rago- 

naut Row into the hands of his inveterate, his perſonal 
enemies, would have entailed an indelible ſtain upon 
the honour and geod faith of the nation, and have been 
juitly -confidered as a baſe and puſillanimous action, 
which no proſpect of future advantage could in any 
reſpect warrant, To perſiſt in affording him protec- 
tion was an actual breach of treaty, and violation of 
the public faith ſolemnly pledged for its performance. 
The alternative appeared at firſt ſight equal, and was. 
certainly a hard one, which required the moſt judi- 
C 2 cious 
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eas deliberation, but when maturely weighed, the 
difficulty of choice ſoon vaniſhed. | 
By the former we muſt have rendered ourſelves in - 


ee in the eyes of Hindoſtan and the world, whilſt 
by the latter, we riſqued little more than offending the 


Mharattas, and incutring their juſt reſentment and ſuſ· 


picion of our hoſtile intentions. 


It is even more than à reaſonable ſuppoſition, that 
by addreſs and proper management, influenced by a 
dincere wiſh on our part to preſerve the peace, we might 
have been able to ſatisfy the miniſter, and reconcile 
him to a meaſure, which it was ſurely our buſineſs to 


. convince him originated ſolely from a regard to our 


character and dignity as a nation, and not from any 
views of a nature calculated to ſerve our own ſecret 
purpoſes hereafter, or to prejudice and deſtroy his au- 
thority in the ſtate, 

Inſtead of this, the whole of our conduct had evi» 
dently a quite oppoſite tendency. We inſiſted, with 
the moſt minute and ſtudied exactneſs, upon the ſtrict 
performance of points in themſelves trifling and unim- 


portant, but which, by making the ſubjects of diſcuſ- 


fon, we forced into political conſequence, in order 
to irritate as much as poſſible the minds of the Mha- 
rattas. We diſputed about the true meaning of a cou- 
ple of Perſian words, which, if interpreted to our wiſh, 
would have added to the Company's annual revenue, 
the enorinous ſum of about ten thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling more than the miniſter propoſed to give, in con- 
formity to the ſenſe in which he underitood them, 
We alfo peremptorily demanded the diſmiſſion of a 
perſon belonging to the French nation from the court 
of Poonah, who, with whatever intentions deputed 
there, it is evident, and has been ſince fully proved, 

did 


6630 
id not enter into any formal engagements with the 
miniſter, although the latter would have been fully 
juſtified by our conduct relative to Ragoba, and the 
unfriendly diſpoſition we ſo ſtrikingiy manifeſted, if 
he had even ſolicited the alliance and ſupport of the 
French, as a ſecurity e ee ate 
tempts. 
| On ſuch immaterial and ill-founded points did we 
inſiſt with the miniſter, and call his non-compliance a 
breach of treaty, forgetting how many more important 
and more juſt cauſes of complaint he had to 'exhibie 


made by Futty Sing of Chickley, Verriow, &c. &. 


and even to the reſtitution of Salſette itſelf, which he 
bad been abſolutely taught to expect from che — 
and generoſity of the Bengal government. 
The apprehenſion (1 ſhould have faid, the know- 
ledge) of an intended French alliance, has been po- 
litically affigned as the principal motive of entering 
into the war with the Mharattas. The' grounds of 
ſuch a belief were, however, altogether fallacious, and 
I make no ſcruple to aſſert, that the Mharattas never 
had a thought of any thing more, than maintaining a 
general good underſtanding with the French nation ; 
that they neither wiſhed nor attempted to break their 
alliance with vs; and that the hoſtilities which im- 
mediately followed the facts of which I have been 
ſpeaking, might not only have been prevented by our 
efforts, but were conſequences originating entirely 
from our own a&tive meaſures, abſolutely arr 
as well as intended to produce a war. 
This aſſertion naturally excites curioſity . 
fince the war on our part is evidently of choice, and 
not 


againſt us, relative to Ragonaut Row, to the ceſſions 
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not of neceſũty, by whoſe management and counſel the 
nation became involved in a conteſt, which has proved 
the fruitful ſource of innumerable misfortunes, and has 
brought us to the very brink of a precipice, beyond 
which, if we advance a, ſingle ſtep, certain and total 
ruin muſt enſue. 

I have already mentioned the diflutisfaQtion with 
which the treaty of March 1776 was juſtly received 


both at home and-abrvad, by all thoſe who knew the 


real ſituation of affairs at the time it was concluded, 


and were ſenſible of the advantages we ſacrificed, with- 


out en any n * or aA in re- 

Theſe therefore, it is a . readily approve 
of any ſyſtem they ſuppoſed to be calculated to recover 
that ſuperiority ; and unfortunately the ruling ſervants 
in India either did not ſee themſelves, or choſe not to 
let their conſtituents ſee, that the golden opportunity 
was irrecoverably Joſt, and that thoſe leaders in the 
Mharatta ſtate, who once diſcovered an inclination to 
ſupport the intereſts of Ragonaut Row, were, for the 
reaſons I have already aſſigned, become totally averſe 
from his cauſe. 

From their, partial ond exaggerated accounts it un- 
ſortunately happened that a latitude of action was leſt 


© them, of which they did not fail to avail themſelves; 


and the ambition of a majority on one fide of India 
co- operated with avarice on the other, to precipitate a 
rupture, which, if the wiſe counſels and able policy of 


Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheeler could have prevailed, 


muſt have been fortunately avoided ; nor would Hyder 
Ally have ſince dared to take advantage of a feeble and 
corrupt adminiſtration, to invade the dominions, and 
ruin the power of the Engliſh in the Carnatic, 

2 It 


1 


686 


It is plain, therefore, that the diſpoſition and ſenti- 
ments of the Bengal and Bombay preſidencies perfectiy 
correſponded and eo- operated on that occaſion ; but as 
the latter uniformly conſulted. with, and acted by the 
expreſs orders of the former; and as eyery part of their 
conduct was authoriſed in the moſt full and direct man- 
ner; as the power of prevention alſo remained with the 
Bengal government, and as they not only did not exert 
it, but took an active and zealous part to promote hoſ- 
tilities, it may ſurely be advanced, upon every ground 
of political reaſoning and juſtice, that Mr. Haſtings 
was the real and reſponſible. author of the Mharatta 
war, and that it remains with him to anſwer to the 
Company and his country for. the countleſs train of 
"evils and misfortunes in which it has involved them. 

I have thus conducted my narration. to the actual 
breaking out of the war, which [ conceive to have been 
in the early part of the year 1778, when the detach- 
ment from Bengal commenced its march (at leaſt then 
ſo underſtood) to Bombay; for under whatever colour 
the real intent of this meaſure was diſguiſed, or what- 

ever ſpecious arguments were made uſe of at the time 

to reconcile it to the Mharatta/ miniſter, and to over- 

come the ſolid objections brought againſt it by the mi- 

nority, it is evident that Mr. Haſtings foreſaw, and 

Vas prepared for, the conſequences; and that, though 
he affected to expreſs © a reaſonable expeQation of the 
* adminiſtration” at Poonah being alarmed at fo vigo- ' 

e rous' a meaſure, and made to act with more good 
« faith towards their allies,” nothing was farther from 

his idea, than to prevent hoſtilities, which, it plaidly 

appeared from his ſubſequent conduct, he was fully 


bent upon, and determined mould take place at all 
whe oe | , 


The 
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ſition of the Bombay, and, from recent circumſtances, 
ſuſpicious of that of the Bengal government, could 
not but behold this propoſed aeceſfon of ſtrength to 
the former at that particular juncture with the moſt 
Jealous and anxious eye. They accordingly diſcou- 
raged the meafure all in their power, without abſolute- 
ly refuſing a paſſage through their country, and there- 
by offending the Engliſh, which they ſtudiouſly endea- 
-youred to avoid; and when, notwithſtanding their 
declared diſapprobation, the troops perſiſted in their 
march, the miniſter certainly confidered ſuch conduct 
as an undonbted proof of our unfriendly intentions, 
aull equal to the moſt open and violent act of hoſtility. 
It was not till the middle of May that the Bengal 
detachment, confiſting of ſix battalions of ſeapoys, a 
company of native artillery, and about eight hundred 
Horſe, (in all near five thouſand men) eroſſed the river 
Jumma at Kalpee, a ſhort time previous to which a 
revolution had been effected at Poonah in favour of Mo- 
raba Furneſe; and the government of Bombay, who, 
it ſhould be obſerved, had neither affiſted in bringing 
it about, nor -exerted themſelves vigorouſly in ſupport- 
ing it after it was accompliſhed, from a belief of this 
- chief's attachment to Ragonaut Row, ſent directions 
to the officer commanding the detachment, to halt 
where their letter might reach uy _ 
their farther orders. 
This new adminiſtration e 3 of very 
ſhort duration, and Nana Furneſe, by the timely aid 
and enterpriſing addreſs of Scindea,“ ſoon reoovered 


Nana Furneſe, while in che hands of Moraba, had artfully | 


diſguiſed his ambitious views under the maſk of the moſt ſpecious 
| mode- 


wm) 
his ſaperiority, and reſumed the reins of government, | 
FI bich he has ever ſince continued to guide, while Mo- 
raba lingers out a wretched captivity at Abmednagur, 
which has been lately made more cloſe and rigorous by 
the diſcovery of a plot for his deliverance, to which it 
is ſaid the governor of the fortreſs was privy, and has 
in conſequence ſuffered death. | 

; 1 cannot here avoid a ſhort digreſſion, to obſerve 
how, firmly the power of the miniſter, Nana Furneſe, 
ſeems to be at preſent eſtabliſhed. Of all the chiefs 
heretofore leagued with himſelf and rivals in power, 
and of all thoſe who have been at any time ſuſpected 
by him, as favourers of the cauſe of Ragonaut Row, 
Moraba is the only perſon remaining to excite the moſt 
diſtant jealouſy or apprehenſion. All the reſt have 
either died in priſon, or have purchaſed their liberty 
by the payment of a large ſum of money, and content» 
edly ſubmitted to poverty and a private condition. 
Hurry Punt Furkea, the general of the ſtate, is ſole- 
ly indebted to the miniſter for his preſent elevated rank 
and conſequence. ' He lives with him on the moſt con- 
fidential footing, and in caſe of his ruin, muſt inevi- 
only ſhare the ſame _ or fink into total obſcurity. 


moderation, and had carried his deep 3 ſo far, 4s to 
declare that he bad no other wiſh, but to viſit the holy city of 
Benares, for which purpoſe he actually aſſumed a habit of pecu- 
lar piety and devotion, while at the ſame time he was ſecretly 
carrying on a correſpondence with Mahadjee Scindea, and ſettling 
with that chief the preciſe manner and particular hour for appre- 
hending Moraba and reſcuing himſelf. This ſervice Scindea ac- 
cordingly performed on the 28th of June, at the head of twenty- 
five thouſand men, and ſecured the perſon of Moraba, whilt 
| Nana laughed at the credulity of his rival, and deridingly told 
kim, that he meant to defer his viſit to Benares a little longer. 

D * Scindea, 


— — — 
— — 


( 18 ) 


e to whom Nana Furneſe may be ſaid to owe 
every thing, has reaped and ſtill enjoys every ſolid ad- 
vantage, both with reſpect to fortune and ambition, 
which, as the moſt powerful ſubject of a great and well- 
eſtabliſhed empire, (and to nothing more muſt he aſ- 
pire) he can poſſibly defire or expect. No change of 


government will prove beneficial to him; and the de- 


gree of jealouſy mutually ſubſiſting betwixt himſelf and 


Hurry Punt, which Nana, it is probable, ſees, and ſe- 


cretly encourages, to render each more immediately 
dependant upon himſelf, muſt at all events prove a 
ſufficient check and obſtacle to their forming any de- 
ſigns prejudicial to a perſon, whoſe continuance in 
power they know to be fo ſtrictly connected with their 
own ſafety and ſucceſs, 

Holkar only remains to be mentioned; and his per- 
ſonal character is an ample ſecurity againſt any miſ- 


chief which his influence in the ſtate, even if prompt- 


ed by ſecret inclination, could poſſibly effect; for he 
has all along been directed by Scindea in his political 
conduct; nor is there any reaſon to ſuppoſe he will 
venture to embrace a different ſyſtem. 

From the above remarks, and from the farther con- 
Gderation, that all the other Mharatta chiefs of any 
weight or conſequence are Brahmins, and by their pre» 
judices againſt Ragonaut Row, no leſs than by their in- 
tereſted connection with the miniſter, under whom 
they enjoy confidence and authority, are of courſe 
firmly devoted to his cauſe, it is afſuredly a reaſonable 
opinion, as far as human foreſight can reach, to pro- 
nounce the preſent adminiſtration of Poonah eſtabliſhed 
upon the firmeſt and moſt durable baſis, and equally 
ſecure from domeſtic diſſentions and internal treachery, 
as it is from the efforts of foreign enemies, whoſe dan» 

gerous 
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gerous and enterpriſing attacks it has in a late ſtriking 
inſtance, by an able, extenſive, and well-concerted 
ſyſtem of policy, found means effeQually to 0 N in 
the very moment of ſucceſs. ä 
The reſtoration of Nana Furneſe's auchority a | 
it neceſſary for the Bombay government to revert once. 
more to their hoſtile ſyſtem, They accordingly ſent 
orders for the advance of the Bengal troops, and rely- 
ing upon their ſupport, they proceeded to contrive the. 
means of oppoſing and removing the acting adminiſtra», 
tion at Poonah, which had been the original object of 
the formation of the detachment, and indeed of all: 
the meaſures which they had been purſuing for a con»: 
ſiderable time before, i in concert with the Bengal "ey 
The reſolution of the Select Committee of 1 g 
for adopting a fpecific plan in favour of Ragoba, was 
taken the 21ſt of July, and communicated to the ho- 
nourable Governor General and Council, whoſe ap- 
probation they received the 27th of September follow-- 
ing, A formal treaty. was then concluded with that 
chief, bearing date the 24th of November, 1778, and 
the Bombay forces immediately took the field,” in order 
to conduct him to Poonah, and place him in the re- 
geney, according to the agreements mutually _ for. 
that purpoſe. | 
Tubus far no part of the conduct of the 15. go- 
vernment appears in any degree reprehenſible. I do 
not, however, allude to the particular conditions ſet- 
tled with Ragonaut Row on this occafion. It was, 
perhaps, in one reſpect, fortunate, that the entire fai- 
| lure of the enterpriſe itſelf prevented them from ever 
becoming the ſubjects of ſerious conſideration or diſ- 
cuſſion, I ſpeak only, at preſent, to the general na- 
j + 28 | ture 
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ture of the plan, which, it muſt be acknowledged, was 
undertaken with the , poſitive ſanction, concurrenee, 
and, I may ſay, knowledge of the Governor General. 
and Council. F 
How ſtrange, then, how inconſiſtent, and how con- 
trary to every rule of policy, and even common ſenſe, 
i will the conduct of the latter be judged, when it is 
[208 known, that they were at the ſame time ſecretly at- 
tempting a aegociation with Modajee Boſla, the Rajah 
of Berar, the real obje& of which they ſtudiouſly con- 
- cealed from the knowledge of the Bombay govern- 
ment; and by a refinement in political intrigue here-. 
tofore uneſſayed, thought to attain a determinate - end, 
by purſuing at one and the ſame time two diſtinct 
avenues of action, which pointed to objects diametri- 
cally oppoſite, and which it was abſolutely impoſſible 
could ever unite, or be in the ſmalleſt degree reconciled 
to cach other. 1 
In order to explain this buſineſs fully, it is en 
to recur to the period almoſt immediately ſubſequent 
to the revolution at Poonah in favour of Nana Fur- 
neſe, when by the vigilance and zeal of the gentle- 
men who compoſed the Secret Committee for managing 
the Company's affairs in Europe, certain intelligence, of 
a French war was communicated with a fecrecy and 
diſpatch that can ſcarcely be credited, 
This intelligence did Mr. Haſtings make the baſis 
of his propoſal for a plan he had long meditated of an 
alliance with the Rajah of Berar, the grand object of 
which involved the ſucceſs of a project the moſt wild 
and impraCticable that ever entered the mind of a po- 
litician. It was in fact altogether chimerical, and in 
al no ſhape to be reconciled to the known abilities and 
10 political diſcernment of him who cheriſhed, and has 
0 „ ſince 
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lince deten to indulge it, to ſuch a height of ex- 
travagant and infatuated belief, as not to allow the evi- 
dence of poſitive facts which carried conviction to all 
the world beſides, to diminiſh the confidence he placed 
in the friendly diſpoſition of the Berar prince, or even 
totally deſtroy the hopes- he ſtill maintained of IP 
him to the ſovereignty of the Mharatta empire. 
The deluſion at firſt imbibed has continued to ope- , 
rate td our prejudice- during the whole of the war; 
and I cannot but conſider* the propoſals for a treaty 
with the Mharatta adminiſtration, tranſmitted through 
the channel of Modajee Boſta, in October, 1780, and 
the late appointment of Mr. Chapman to the coutt of 
Naigpore, poſſeſſing at the ſame time authority to ne- 
gociate with the Mharatta ſtate, as two meaſures equal- 
ly weak, impolitic, and deſtructive of the true intereſts 
of the Company, as well as fruſtrating their ardent de- 
fire for peace. But the juſtice of this remark will be 
more fully proved in the detail of ſubſequent tranſac- 
tions. It is ſufficient for the preſent purpoſe to ob- 
ſerve, that even at the period of which I am now 
ſpeaking, and previous to the full diſcovery which the 
government of Bengal might have made of Modajee's 
real intentions, from the correſpondence of Mr. Wa- 
therſton, who was deputed in December, 1778, to the 
court of Naigpore by General Goddard, and particu- 
larly from a letter addrefſed to them by the General him- 
ſelf, dated at Burhanpore, February 5, 1779, where, 
after mentioning the advices he had juſt received from 
the Rajah, of the total overthrow of the Bombay forces. 
at Telliagong, the uncertain, contradictory, and at the 
lame time alarming, nature of the diſpatches arrived 
both from the Bombay Committee and their army in 
the field, and the determination he had formed in con- 
| | | ſequence, 
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ſequence, of proceeding. immediately towards Surat, 
he gives his opinion of Modajee's averſion to the fu- 
ture proſecution of the propoſed project in the follow- 
ing clear and pointed words: & I am induced to be- 
« lieve, he (Modajee) would object to my continuing 
© in his dominions, becauſe, with the account he has 
« written me of the tranſactions at Poonah, he has 
tc propofed my returning to Calcutta by fuch road as 
cc ſhall find moſt convenient and eligible, without 
« making any reference to your expected replies to 

« his letters, or ta their conſequence in favour of 1 
« yiews, in concert with your government.“ 

I fay, excluſive of the lights derived from the above 
ſource, a cool and impartial conſideration of the na- 
ture of the plan itſelf would have ferved to convince 
any unprejudiced perſon of its extravagance, and have 
ſuggeſted the impoſſibility of prevailing upon a wiſe 
and diſcerning court, like that of the then government 
of Naigpore, to hazard and endanger its future exiſ- 
tence as a powerful ſtate, in purſuit of a chimerical 
ſcheme of aggrandizement, which, upon every prin- 


- Ciple of political reaſoning and judgment, was ſur- 


rounded by ſuch great and innumerable dithculties, as 
to be juſtly pronounced impracticable. ; 

What excuſe, then, can be brought for the Bengal 
government's wiſhing to adopt ſuch a ſcheme, and not 
only ſeriouſly endeavouring to effe it, but doing ſo at 
a time when they had reaſon to believe the preſidency 
of Bombay had actually entered upon the execution 
of another, under their expreſs ſanction and authority, 
and depended for its ſucceſs upon the ſupport of the 
Bengal detachment, ſuppoſed to be then on its march 
to their aſſiſtance? 

That 
1 # - 
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That this, however, was the caſe, it is only nereffary 
to obſerve, that the approbation given by the Bengal 
government to their propoſed plan in favour of Rago- 
naut Row was dated in Auguſt, 1978, and the inſtruc- 
tions given to General Goddard, upon the grounds of 
thoſe formerly furniſhed Mr. Elliott, in the November 
following. 'That in the preceding month of July, they 
had briefly communicated Mr. Elliott's miſſion to the 
Bombay Council, but had concealed the particular ob- 
je of it, relative to an offenſive alliance with Modajee, 
and his eſtabliſhment in the Rauge of Settara, That 
it is true, they then uſed the precaution, in order, as 
they ſay, to prevent any ſteps of a contrary tendency 
on the part of the Bombay preſidency, to requeſt © that 
« they would refrain from forming any engagements 
« of a nature hoſtile to the adminiſtration at Poonah, 
« excepting ſuch as might appear abſolutely neceſſary 
4c for the defence of their own poſſeſſions;” and that 
even this precaution, vague and inconcluſive as it muft 
appear, was intirely neglected in the letter of approba- 
tion above alluded to, which contained only a reſtriction 
« from entering into any engagements with Ragoba 
« of a teudency hoſtile to the government of Berar, 
« or contrary to ſuch as Mr. Elliott might have ap- 
ce prized them of his having concluded with Modajee 
% Boſla,” q 
Thus, then, it plainly appears, that the government 
of Bombay, through the whole of the tranſactions 
which followed Colonel Upton's treaty in March, 1776, 
to the formation of the engagements made with Ra- 
goba in November, 1778, were encouraged, ſupported, 
and fully authoriſed by the Governor General and 
Council, who nevertheleſs moſt unaccountably, I had 
almoſt ſaid treacherouſly, deſerted their plan at the 


very 
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very moment it became ripe for execution, and Yecret- 


ly adopted a new and diſtin project, the purſuit of 
which could not fail, in its conſequences, effectually to 
defeat the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe in favour of Ra» 


goba z nor was it till the month of March, 1779, and 


after the arrival of General Goddard at Bombay, that 


a copy of Mr. Elliott's original inſtructions was re- 


ceived by the Preſident and Select Committee, and the 
nature of the propoſed alliance with Modajee Boſla 
fully explained to them. 

Another circumſtance deſerves n as it 
tends farther to diſplay the inconſiſtency and duplicity 
of the Bengal government throughout this buſineſs in 
the moſt ſtriking colours; which is, that on the x5th 
of October, 1778, they wrote to the preſideney of 
Bombay, generally adviſing them of the friendly diſ- 
poſition of the Berar Rajah, but acquainting them, 
that as Mr. Elliott was dead, they propoſed to wait for 
advices from the Rajah before they appointed any other 
perſon to ſucceed him. They at the ſame time autho- 
riſe the gentlemen of Bombay to © give orders to the 
t officer commanding the Bengal detachment, to pro- 
« ceed forwards in ſupport of the plan for reinſtating 
« Ragoba in the regency, if they think ſuch a * 
« neceflary.” 

The unfortunate ifſue of the expedition from * 
bay to accompliſh that object is too well known to re- 
quire a deſcription in this place. The malicious exer- 
tions of party have operated in ſecret, and the im- 
preſſions made by a generous ſenſe of national diſgrace 
and loſs, have publicly and powerfully united to load 
the unhappy actors in that diſtreſsful ſcene with every 
ſpecies of reproach and infamy, and even to plunge 
them into irremediable ruin, 


It 
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It is not the intention of the author of cheſe 5258 
to join in the popular ery, or to wipe off the odium 
which has aſperſed their characters. It is a ſubject he 
does not mean to diſcuſs, But juſtice as well as huma- 
nity generally claims the impartial teſtimony of his pen 
on this dccafionz and the enquiring eye of unpreju- 
diced truth will trace the failure of the enterprize th 
a ſource far different from the ſuppoſed miſconduct of 
thoſe men, who had the immediate management and 
direction of it; 

It will diſcover the certain ſeeds of diſappointment 
in a diſtruſt and jealouſy which early took place be- 
tween the two preſidencies, which Yeſtroyed every 
ground of mutual confidence, and which, by produ- 
cing open neglect on the one part, and ſecret reſents 
ment on the other, ultimately defeated the views of 
both, and ended in the moſt fatal and ruinous conſe- 
quences to the public. 

It will ſee the Governor General and Council of / 
Bengal prefering a favourite ſcheme projected by thems 
ſelves, yet, as if conſcious of its extravagance and abs 
furdity, afraid of openly avowing that preference, and 
at the ſame time purſuing ſuch unaccountable means, 
and iſſuing orders of ſo contradictory a nature, as to 
perplex, embarraſs, and totally overturn the very plan 
they were bound by their own —— and poſitive 
promiſes to ſupport. 

It will alſo ſee the preſideney of Bombay in their 
turn, aware of this unlucky predilection, which inter- 
fered with their views, ingeniouſly contriving to de- 
ecive themſelves as well as others into a belief of the 
ſtrength and ſufficiency of their cauſe, and without 
Encouragement from any partizans of Ragoba, or waits 
ing for the ſupport of the Bengal detachment, (which 

E though 
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though delayed, muſt, ig might have We 
at laſt arrive) precipitately plunging into à conteſt to 
which they were unequal, and ſacrificing the intereſts. 
of their country to the feelings of reſentment and the 
dictates of a ſelfiſh and jealous ambition. 

Theſe will be the latent cauſes and fadts diſcernable 


by the keen and ſearching eye of truth, and their rea- 


lity will be confirmed, by obſerving the line of conduct 
afterwards purſued by both parties. No crimination 
or enquiry into the behaviour of individuals, but an 
affected moderation on the part of the Bengal preſi- 
dency, which in notorious cafes of public delinquency 
is ſurely moſt unpardonable, and no accuſation of, or 
reflection upon, the particular meaſures of the Bombay 
government, in. order to account for, and explain the 
cauſes of the late miſcarriage, which was eertainly due 
to public juſtice, and 2 neceſſary for their own. 
vindication. 

In ſhort, a mutual conſciouſneſs of the large ſhare 
each had contribyted to the public misfortuncs, made 
neither party deſirous of too minute an enquiry into 
the tranſactions which led to them, and they judged it 
for the common intereſt to adopt à ſyſtem of forbear- 
ance and mederation, which they have ſince maintain» 
ed towards each other with a tolerable degree of tem- 
per, but from which it is probable they will now very 
ſhortly depart. 

After the return of the Bombay army from Tillia- 
gong, and the arrival of the Bengal detachment at Su- 
rat, on the 25th of February, 1779, an event that, ex- 
glufive of any merit derived from it in a political light, 
refleed equal honour upon the courage and diſcipline 
of the troops, and the military ſkill and abilities ob 
the officer who commanded and conducted them acroſs 

the 
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the peninſula, the firſt material circumſtance that oc» 
curred, was the receipt of a letter from the Governôr 
General and Council, dated the 5th of the ſame month, 

appointing General Goddard their miniſter at the Mha- 
ratta court. 

| The inſtructions that accompanied, were prepared 
under a probable belief of the enterpriſe in favour gf 
Ragonaut Row having ſucceeded, and were calculated 
for entering upon a negociation with that chief. 

- A fituation of affairs in the Mharatta empire, ſo 
widely different from what the Bengal government ex- 
pected when they drew up the inſtructions, had of 
courſe rendered them entirely uſeleſs and inapplicable 
-when they arrived, and accordingly the General wrote 
to Bengal, that he ſhould defer making known to the 
adminiſtration at Poonah the commiſſion with which 
he was intruſted, until he could receive farther inſtruc- 
tions. 

I muſt, however, give a ſhort extract from the Ben- 
gal Councils letter here, as it marks fo ſtrongly cheir 
difappointment at the ſuppoſed ſucceſs of a meaſure, 
which, though not of their own formation, they are 
forced to acknowledge was authoriſed by them ; and, 
indeed, the tendency of the letter altogether was ſuch, 
and expreſſed fo pointedly their determination of pro- 
ſecuting the plan in favour of Modajee at a future op- 
portunity, that I make no doubt, had even Ragoba 
been raiſed to the government, another revolution muſt 
ſhortly have been attempted. | 

After acknowledging the receipt of General God- 
dard's letters from Houſſungabad, of the 4th and 6th 
of January, communicating the failure of his negocia - 
tion with the Berar Rajah, they proceed as follows: 
* We are very much concerned that Modajce Boſla 

E 2 ſhould 
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4 ſhauld have ſo f:x diſtruſted the powers with which 
„ Jou were inveſted, as to ſuppoſe that any engage - 
„ ments formed by the Preſident and Council of Bom- 


3 with him, if ſuch had been concluded, and there- 
ce fore, that he declined to enter into the propoſed ne- 
Fc gociation. If a treaty had been executed by you on 


ec 


be the preſcribed terms, it would haye been our duty 


to enforce it in preference to any made at Bombay, 
and to have taken care, that no conditions in which 
that preſidency might have bound itſelf, ſhould have. 
operated to the prejudice of our engagements. But 


in the preſent ſituation of things, we approve and 
c applaud the prudence and active zeal for the inte- 
reſts of the Company which you have ſhewn, in the 
& reſolution ſo immediately taken on receipt of the 
<« requiſition from the Preſident and Select Committee 
of Bombay, to relinquiſh the proſecution of the 
commiſſion which had been eſpecially entruſted to 
you, and to proceed with the detachment under your 
& command to ſupport the meaſures, in which that pre- 
« ſidency was actually engaged, and in which they had 
tc ſo far committed the ſafety and proſperity of their 
* own government, and perhaps the general welfare 
« of the Company, as to require.every aid that could 
« poſſibly be given to them. 

« As the treaty concluded hy the Preſident and Se- 
« lect Committee of Bombay with Ragonaut Row was 
« declared to be made under our ſanction and autho- 
« rity, and as we actually did grant our conſent to 
« ſuch a treaty on the 17th of Auguſt, 1778, we are 
« determined to abide by and ſupport it, notwith- 
« ſtanding the total change which has fince taken 
10 place in the circumſtances under which it was pra- 
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#5 poſed to us, and the new meaſures which we have 
« ourſelves adopted on the ſuppoſed failure of thoſe 
te planned by the preſidency of Bombay,” 

Speaking of the alliance with Modajee, they uſe the 
following expreſſive words. “ However we may. be 
« reſtrained by motives of policy from proſecuting 
« this meaſure, under the circumſtances which have 
te cauſed the ſuſpenſion of it, we are by no means pre- 
cluded by the terms of the treaty with Ragobaz the 
tc pretenſion of Boſla to the Rauge or ſovereign autho- 
te rity of the Mharatta ſtate, exiſting independently of 
« any connections betwixt the Engliſh Eaſt-India Com- 
4% pany and Ragoba, and being perfectly reconcileable 
e with them,” | 

On the 5th of the ſucceeding April, the Governor 
General and Council having then received authentic ac- 
counts of the defeat of the Bombay army, and of the 
diſgraceful convention made at Worgaum with the mi- 
niſterial leaders for its ſafe and unmoleſted return, toge- 
ther with the ſeveral tranſactions ſubſequent to that un- 
fortunate event, thought proper ta furniſh * General 
Goddard with freſh credentials, as their miniſter at the 
court of Poonah, and to empower him to negociate a 
treaty, the expreſs object of which, was * to renew or 
fe confirm that formerly concluded by Colonel Upton, 
* provided the Mharattas would previouſly agree to 
4 recede from the pretenſions they had acquired by the 
e late engagements of Meflrs. Carnac and Egerton, 
* and agree not to admit any French forces into their 
% dominions, or allow that nation to form eſtaþliſhe 
ments on the Mharatta coaſt,” 


* Tt was at this time he was alſo advanced from the rank ok 


Colonel to that of Brigadier-general, r = 
mium and mark of diſtinAtian, | 
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Under theſe reſtrictions, and with this latitude of 
action, excepting that authority was farther granted tb 
relax in ſome trifling points relative to Colonel Upton's 
treaty, which, it is curious to obſerve, were once deem- 
ed of fo great importance, as to conſtitute the declared 
ground of a rupture betwixt the two States, a negociatioh 
was opened by General Goddard at Surat, and carried 
on with the moſt unremitting aſſiduity and zeal during 
the months of Auguſt, September, and October, 17793 
at the expiration of which period, a poſitive anſwer 
was reccived from Poonah to the propoſals tranſmitted 
by the General, for the miniſter's confideration and ac- 
ceptance, and in conſequence of the determined ſpirit 
of hoſtility which dictated it, all farther negociation 
was immediately broke off, and the Mharatta vakeels 

returned to their maſter. 

Tt has been ill-natutedly ſuggeſted, and continues to 
be the malicious endeavour of thoſe, who, upon the 
Hllideral principles of a miſtaken policy, think they are 
rendering a ſervice to the Bombay adminiſtration, by 
fixing a large hare bf blame upon the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council, becauſe the latter neceſſarily took 
upon themſelves the care and reſponſibility, to attri- 
bute the failure of General Goddard's negociation to 
an unreaſonable obſtinacy and ſeverity in the demands 
he was inſtructed to make, and to a wahton and ſtu- 
died wiſh on his part to involve the Company in a war, 
- the management of which would be left to him. 

This ſuſpicion, however, muſt be proved to be as 
falſe as it is ungenerous, when circumſtances come to 
be explained; and candour will not only fimply acquit, 
but in juſtice acknowledge, that every proper effort 
was uſed to bring about a peace, and that the failure 
of the negociation, and ſubſequent renewal of hoſtili- 


1 
ties, was occaſioned by the influence of the ſentiments 
which then prevailed in the Mharatta councils, and 
which determined the. miniſter to reject all overtures 
for an accommodation, and to put no farther truſt in a 
power, whoſe late perfidious breach of faith had proved 
it to be totally undeſerving of a generous confidence, 
and incapable of a friendly alliance, unleſs where it 
perfectly ſuited with particular views of convenience, 
or was dictated by neceſſity, _ | 
In this latter point of view he certainly confidered 
our advances, and was therefore the more eaſily led to 
preſume, upon his late ſucceſs at Telliagong, to hope 
that the Peiſhwa's arms would once more triumph, and 
prove ſuperior to our military exertions. 
Add to this, the reſentment the miniſter muſt natu- 
rally feel at being ſo egregiouſly duped by a ſham con- 
vention on our part, and at the ungrateful retarn we 
made for his moderation and mercy, together with the 
determined enmity we diſcovered towards him, in cone 
tinuing to afford protection to Ragonaut Row, and we 
ſhall then find the true cauſe which prolonged the 
Mharatta war, and which drove-Nana Furneſe into an 
unnatural alliance and racy with Hyder Ally. 
'This confederacy, to which Nizam Ally and Modajee 
Boſla acceded, was formed ſo early as the period I am 
now ſpeaking of, and General Goddard gave intellf- 
gence of it to the Governor CT ET GREG 
the month of September, 1779. 
I ſhall difmiſs the ſubject of this negociation by ge- 
nerally obſerving, that the ſpirit of the Bengal go- 
vernment”s inſtructions was certainly calculated to pro- 
mote a juſt and honourable peace, and that the actual 
ſtate of circumſtances at that time would not have juſ- 
tied their agreeing to one of a different nature. 
| / | It 
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It would not, however, be doing juſtice to Genersf 
Goddard, to be totally filent regarding the exettions he 
uſed to render them effectual, and therefore I ſhalt 
give a brief abſtract of his conduct, | 

The vakeels from the Poonah court did not arrive at 


Surat till the middle of ' Auguſt, previous to which, he 


bad, by every means his ſituation afforded, endeavours. 
ed to impreſs the miniſters with an idea of his pacific 
and friendly intentions, in protecting and encouraging 


the ſubjects of the Mharatta ſtate. 


This conduct he perſiſted in after the arrival of the 
vakeels.* In explaining the ſeveral points of the ne- 
gociation, he invariably expreſſed himſelf in a language 
the moſt moderate, though firm, and in terms which 
fully proved a ſincere deſire to become the inſtrument 
of a perfect reconciliation betwixt the two ftates. 


He wrote to the miniſter, accompanying the propoſals 


for peace, that as ſoon as he had communicated his ap- 
probation of them, in order to prevent every avoidable. 
delay, he (the General) would immediately ſet out 
for Poonah ; and a conſiderable time elapſing without 
any explicit anſwer being received to the propoſitions 
which had been tranſmitted, he diſpatched Lala Nehal 


The following extract from the Governor General and 
Council's letter, dated Sept. 16, 1779, proves the political ad- 
dreſs and moderation of his conduct: "We obſerve with ſome 
« degree of pleaſure, the notice taken by the Mharatta governs. 
« ment, in their letters to you, of the liberal attention which 
« you had ſhewn to the intereſts of that ſtate, in the protection 
« given ta their aumils in Guzarat againſt the irregularities of | 


> ba's dependants, and we recommend a continuation of 


* the fry Libiaes and moderdtion In all your conduct to- 
© wards them.“ 
Chund, 
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Chund, one of the two Mharatta agents, fully iuſtruct⸗ 
ed, and propetly encouraged, to his maſter. 

This man catried the propoſed conditions i in writing; ; 
nor was It till His return to Surat, with the following 
poſitive declaration on the part of the miniſter, viz. 
That he could tiot miake peace with the Engliſh, | uns 
« leſs they delivered up Ragonaut Row into his hands, 
& and made immediate reſtitution of the iſland of Sal- 
11 ſette,” that the General, in obedience to the orders 
he had received from Bengal, brokb off the negocia: 
tion, and diſmiſſed the vakeels; 

All hopes of peace being thus deſtroyed, it became 
neceſſary to prepare for hoſtilities, and the General ac- 
cordingly proceeded to carry into execution, a plan of 
triilitary. operations which he had formed; with the 
concurrence and approbation of the Select Committee 
of Bombay ; ; who, in addition to the powers lie had 
teceived from Bengal, thought proper alſo to delegate 
to him the authority of their government, and to ap- 
point him their miniſter with Futty Sing Row Guico- 
war, and ſuch other chiefs in the Guzerat, as it might 
be neceſſary to engage in out intereſts for the more 
ſucceſsful proſecution. of the war. 

It is proper here to obſerve, that the general con- 
duct of the war, both in the formation of plans, and 
in the execution of them, was left to the choice and 
direction of General Goddard, guided by the advice 8 
and information of the Bombay Preſidency; and as it 
marks the cordial union which at one period ſubſiſted 
betwixt them, and the delicacy and moderation which 
diſtinguiſhed the General's conduct, under circum- 
ſtances ſo invidious and diſguſting, it may not be amiſs 
to tranſcribe the following extract of a letter from the 


N tath of June, 1959. * We obſerve vibes igheft 
« ſatisfaCtion the approbation which the Select Com- 
< mittee of Bombay expreſs at yout conduct, atid the 
% ready diſpoſition Which you have ſhewn to affiſt th 
* the execution of thelt deſigrts. lt is with pleaſufe 
% that we have reſol td to join with them in recom- 
«+ thending yo to the Court of Directors, for the ap- 
« pointment of commander iu chief at that Prendeney, 
„ wheneysr there may be 4 vacancy,” &. 
Although by che eſcape of Ragonaut Row from tlie 
hands of their enemies in June 1779, and his arrival th 
* the Engliſh camp, where General Goddard had judged 
it for the honour and intereſt of the Company to graiit 
him and his family an aſylum, and to promiſe him per- 
onal protection in the name and with the ſubſequent 
intire approbation of the Bengal government: 1 fay, al- 
though from this circumſtance, matters had reverted to 
the ſame ſtate in which they were ptevious to the Tel- 
liagong expedition, it was trot, however, found expe- 
dient to extend our connection with that unfortunate 
and untriended chief beyond tlie mere aſſurance of 
perſonal ſafety, or to renew in any ſhape the engage 
ments which had been formerly entered NG with him 
by the Bombay government. 
Fatal experience had already l us of tht 
rooted averſion and enmity which prevailed againſt him 
throughout the Mharatta ſtate; and that therefore we 
' ſhould little grace or ſtrengthen out cauſe, by uniting 
it with the aſſertion of his unpopular and en. 
; unſupported claims. 

His preſence in the caſe of a rupture with the Poo- 
nah adminiſtration, which had in ſpite of every effort 
proved unavoidable, was certainly of very beneficial 
conſequence, in Md the fears of our enemies, 
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and arming us with the means of injuring them mobe 
eſſentially if we proved ſucceſsful, or of accommoda- 


ting our difference with the greater eaſe and advantage, 


ſhould we at any time = mn the war to a ter- 
minat ion. | ago 
From all theſe ebe it was left to time nd 
future .circumſtances to determine the extent of our 
benefits to Ragonaut Row; and in the intermediate 


ſpace, we entered upon the war avowedly as principals, 


compelled to it by the refuſal of the Mharatta miniſter 
to accept of the juſt and reaſonable conditions of peace 
we had propoſed to him, which rendered hoſtilities on 
our part an act of ſelf-preſervation and defence. 
The inferior eſtimation in which the cauſe of Rago- 
ba was neceſſarily. held, and the little influence it had 
upon the future operations of the war, might almoſt 


render an apology requiſite for having ſuffered it to en- 


gage ſo much preſent attention: but the beſt excuſe to 
be made is, that I ſhall here take leave of him, and 
that moſt probably his name will not once occur mag 
the remainder of this narrative. 

Oni the firſt of January, 1780, the army under Ge- 
neral Goddard, reinforced by a ſmall detachment of 
Bombay troops, commanded by Lieutenant - colonel 


Hartley, croſſed the river Tappy, on its route to Gu- 


zerat. | 
It had been reſolved to commence the campaign with 


the ſettlement of that province, and the General loſt 


no time in accompliſhing an object, which, beſides the 
great importance of it- to the. general ſucceſs of -the 
war, it was particularly neceſſary ſhould be finally ad- 
juſted previous to the arrival of the Mharatta forces in 
the neighbourhood, leſt their preſence ſhould intimi- 

F 2 date, 


Aate, and fix decidedly in the Peiſhwa's intereſt, Futty 


only be ſuppoſed to be wavering ; and we ſhould by 


tail of military operations; but it is with no ſmall 
| ſion decline a taſk, which, from the various proofs it 


diſciplined valour in the troops, would ſo pleaſingly 


perſeverance they were acquired. 


36 
Sing Guicowar, whoſe inclination at the heſt could 


that means be conſtrajped to confine our operations to 
the oppoſition of their united ſtrength, under every 
poſſible diſadvantage, and without any acquiſition of 
revenue or improvement of reſource whatever. 
1 have already premiſed, that it is not my intention 
to ſwell this narrative, by a minute deſcription and de- 


reluctance and et that I muſt on the preſent occa- 


affords of ſkilful conduct in the commander, and of 


gratify my private feelings, and allow ſuch ample ſcope 
to animated language, and all the force of nervous 
eloquence : juſtice, however, requires that I ſhould ge- 
nerally bear teſtimony to a merit ſo diſtinguiſhed ; and 
while I mention the many and ſtriking adyantages de- 
rived to the Company by the operations of this cam- 
paign, I cannot help celebrating the able exertions and 
gallant fpirit of thoſe, by whoſe united labours and 


The province of Guzerat could only be ſettled by * 
the two following modes, either by a union of intereſts 
with Futty Sing, or by forcibly reſting it out of his 
hands, 

Every idea of reaſon and good policy aictsted the 
former, if i it could poſſibly be effected. Upon the eye 
of engaging in a war with the moſt powerful ſtate” in 
Hindoſtan, and unſupported by any friend or ally, nay, 
even ſuſpiclous of the deſigns of thoſe princes who 
thn profeſſed a neutrality, it ſurely was a point of the 

firſt 
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firſt conſideration, to conciliate and attach Futty Sing 
to our cauſe, ſince by ſo doing we ſecured toourſelves 
the immediate poſſeſſion of a conſiderable track of 
country, and, as it has ſince proved, the unmoleſted 
poſſeſſion of its revenue; an object at that time abſo- 
lutely eſſential for enabling us to enter upon hoſtilities 
with vigour and effect; whereas, if Futty Sing had 
continued inimical to us, no preſent proviſion could 
poſſibly have · been made for the future proſecution of 
the war ; the province of Guzerat muſt have been to- 
tally deſolated and deſtroyed, and even ſuch parts of it 
as we might have been able to poſſeſs ourſelyes of, 
muſt have been expoſed to the conſtant inroads and ra- 
vages of a depredatory enemy. Under the full con- 
viction of theſe ſelf-evident truths, the General was 


himſelf exceedingly deſirous, and had it in charge from 
the Select Committee of Bombay, to adjuſt amicably 


with Futty Sing the ſettlement of the country, and to 
render him, if poſſible, a ſerviceable ally to the Com- 
N. 

The general character of the man, and the very 
ſtrong prejudices entertained againſt him by ſome in- 
dividuals at Bombay, who, by a ſtrange abuſe and per- 
verſion of juſtice, choſe to ſtigmatize him with the 
perfidious ſtains which, in reaſon ought to have ſullied 
the Engliſn name, for their treacherous conduct towards 
him on a former occaſion, naturally excitedin the mind 
of the General the ſtrongeſt doubts and apprehenſions, 


of the little confidence that could be placed in any 


promiſes or declarations, however ſpecious and friendly 
in appearance, which the Rajah might be induced to 
make, in order to preſerve himſelf from the ruin which 
then threatened to overwhelm him. 
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The fears of meeting with a treatment ſimilar to 


what he had before experienced,“ might alſo make 
Futty Sing on his part doubtful and ſuſpicious of our 


proffered friendſhip; and theſe conſiderations, joined 


to the dread of the Mharatta power, and of the pu- 
niſtiment their vengeance would certainly inflict, ſeem- 
ed to create innumerable difficulties and obſtacles ts 
the attainment of a friendly, ſincere, and permanent 


connection betwixt the Company and that chief. 


Theſe unpromiſing circumſtances, however, only 
ſerved to encredſe the General's ſolicitude and ardour 
to accompliſh an object of ſuch importance, and fo eſ- 
ſential to the ſucceſsful proſecution of the war. He 
applied himſc!f, therefore, to it with an earneſt aſſidui- 


ty and zeal, that fully proved the diſintereſted ſpirit 


which governed his actions, and taught him to prefer 
the conſcious ſatisfaction of procuring a ſolid and cer- 
tain benefit to the public, to the falſe glare of a narrow 
private ambition, or the ſeducing charms of a rapacious 
avarice, both of which, the excluſive conqueſt of Gu- 
zerat and the ruin of Futty Sing would have gratified 
in their fulleſt extent. 

Senſible of the good effects which the rapid move- 
ments and approach of the army would produce upon 


* In the year 1775, when the Bombay forees were in the 
field, in ſupport of Ragonaut Row's pretenſions, Futty Sing, 
after à long negociation through the mediation of the Engliſh 
commander, and under the faith of the Company, was prevailed 
upon to riſque an interview, when he was forcibly made priſoner 
by Ragoba, compelled to agree to the payment of a large ſum of 
money, and not ſuffered to return to his capital of Baroda, until 
he had ſent for his daughter, a child of ſix or ſeven years of age, 
and delivered her up as a ſecurity for the performance of the cn» 
gagements violently extorted from him, 


Futty 


\ 


t 3 ) 


by utty Sing s counſels, the General left the thanks of 
the river Tappy on the th of January, and on the 
th croſſed the Nerbuddah at Bowapone-Gaut, where 
he was joined by ſome battering cannon and ſtores from 
Baroche, a place of conſiderable ſtrength and com- 
merce, upon the northern bank of the ſame river. and 
governed by a chief and council under the Bombay 
Preſidency. On the 19th the army reached Dubhoy, 

a conſiderable walled town belonging to the Mharartas, 
which the garriſon Wr the n 3 after the trobps 
arrived before it, 

The negociation with Furry Sing had been carried 
on, without interrupting the progreſs of the march, 
through the means of vakeels on his part, that paſſed 
to and from the camp; and by the influence of a mo- 
deration that does the General infinite honour, joined 
to the greateſt perſeverance and addreſs, the Rajah was 
at length won over to our views, and agreed to an al- 


liance with the" 2 5 tha terms e to 


him. 

The rreatyr was finally concluded an the 26th of 
January, at a village called Condeala, about four or 
five miles from Baroda, Futty Sing's capital, - and half 
way betwixt the latter and our encampment. = 

By this treaty, the peaceand tranquillity of Guzerat 


was ſecured upon the moſt firm and ſolid baſis, an im- 


mediate reſource of revenue was provided, and that in 
a manner the leaft expenſive and hazardous to the 
Company; and the certain and ſpeedy ſettlement of the 
province, gave us leifare to turn our arms to new and 
more neceſſary, though, pethapy, leſs m con- 
queſts. 0 

It was with the utmoſt viſible and natural bes, 
_= Futty Sing was prevailed upon to accept of the 


country 


64. ). 

eountry to be conquered from the Mharattas, north of 

rhe river Myhie, in exchange for an equal proportion of 

. lands to the ſouthward ; nor is this unwillingneſs on his 
part to be wondered at, ſince, although by uniting his 

— 1 in one regular and connected chain, he would 

be a ſimilar gainer with ourſelves, and although the re- 

venues of the country to be mutually exchanged, dif- 

fered very little in their amount, the real and intrinſic 

value of the lands could bear no manner of compari- 

ſon; and inlieu of a territory, fertile, well cultivated, 

and to be collected at little or no expence, we put him 

in poſſeſſion of a track, it is true, more extenſive? but 

wild and without culture, inhabited by a fierce and un- 

ruly people, and conſtantly expoſed to the ravages of 2 
plundering banditti, which rendered the maintenance 

of a conſiderable military force at all times, requiſite, 

to preſerve the tranquillity of the country, and to en- 

force the colleCtions. 

Before I purſue my narrative, it may not be i pepe 

to give a brief account of the Guzerat province, and an 

hiſtorical account of the Guicowar family, who poſſeſs 

the greateſt part of it, from their original fonnder, Pil- 

lajee. This man was grandfather to the preſent reign- 

ing prince, and being a very warlike and able chief, 

attended Sahoo, Rajah of Setterah, in his wars, and 

* obtained, as a reward for his ſervices, the province of 
"a Guzerat, the greateſt part of which he had himſelf 
. conquered from the Mahommedan princes, who at that 
4* time governed it in the name of the Mogul emperors. 
ml This rich and extenſive kingdom, for as ſuch it has 
* ever been diſtinguifhed in the hiſtories of the eaſt, was 
_ - conferred upon Pillajee in jaghire, but by a more full 
and independent tenure than is uſually granted to the 

jaghire officers amongſt the Mharattas, 


After 
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f After his death, his ſon Damajee ſucceeded; and 
f upon ſome differences he had with the Mharatra go+ 
” vernment, was prevailed upon to repair to Poonah, in 
44 order to accommodate them, when he was treacherouſly 
d made priſoner, | and compelled to agree to a partitio._ : 
* of country with the Peiſhwa, and to enter into ſuch - 
i engagements as were dictated to him, N he could 
E obtain his releaſe, 15 0. 4 
2 From that period, the WTI at Poonab . 
J. found means to interfere more immediately in the ſet- 
n tlement and government of the province, and the Mha- 
i ratta forces, under Ragonaut Row, in conjunction with 
1- thoſe of Damajee, laid fiege, but without ſucceſs, to 
2 the capital Ahmedabad ; nor was it wreſted from the 
Ee | poſſeſſion of the Muſſelmans ſo much by ſuperior fo- 
e, reign force; as it was at laſt betrayed into the hands of 
— the confederates by domeſtie treaſon and treachery. 
After the demiſe of Damajee, Futty Sing ſucreeded,” 
er in preference to his elder brother Seajee, who, being 
n diſordered in his intellects, was judged incapable 'of- 
ls governing. This unfortunate chief reſides contentedly 
1 at Soan Ghur, a fort belonging to the family, where 
1 he is treated with every mark of attention, and has 
Is liberty to amuſe himſelf im thoſe: innocent purſuits, 
d which his inſanity, perfectly inoffenſive in its nature, 
A conſtitutes the only: e and N e of his 
] life. 3 % to1 
at SGouind Row, bebe ſon of 6 0 but by a 
— different mother, thougb younger than Futty Sivg, lays 


as claim to the ſucceſſion; under pretext of the preferable 
as right which the offspring of the lawful wife paſſeſſes 
11 over that of the favourite coneubine. This diſtinction, 
16 however, is contrary to nature, and the eſtabliſhed 

cuſtoms of the ett, and Futty Sing bas beers formally 
er G acknow- 
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( 42 ) 
acknowledged by the Po6hah durbar, and received the 
inveſtiture of his authority from the nominal Rajah of 
Setterah: 

Until the time of Aurungzebe, and while the Mo- 
gul empire continued to flouriſh; Guzerat was eſteem- 

one of the moſt opulent provirices dependant upon 
it. It is difficult to conceive a more intire revolution. 
than what has ſince taken place. The imbeeility of 
ſucceeding monarchs, conſpiracies and civit wars in 
the centre of the empire, and a total relaxation, and 
decay of vigour. through all the remote and extended 
provinces of it, univerſally encouraged the viceroys 
to aſſert an independence in their reſpective govern- 
ments; nor was the Soubah of Guzerat more diſpoſed 
to give proofs. of ment and loyalty than the 
reſt: 

This . af Cn of the empire, 
proved molt favourable to invaders, who attacked, and 
with eaſe poſſeſſed themſelves of the divided provinces ; 
and it was about this time that the Mharattas broke 
forth from the mountains of the Decan, and, ſpreading. 
ſtaughter and deſolation wherever they directed their. 


deſtructive ſteps, terriſied and ſubdued the effeminate 


and degenerated deſcendants of thoſe Mahommedan 
conquerors, who had themſelves fo courageouſly eſta- 
bliſhed their empire in Hindoſtan, by the edge of the 
ſword, and the terror of their arms. 

- Some of them, unable to ſtem the torrent, dann 
& every thing to its rage; and ethers, ſatisfied with a 
temporary relief, and the indulgence of preſent eaſe, 
attempted'to divert its courſe; by the payment of e 
ſums of money, or ceſſions of territory. 

The province of Guzerat, as has been already ob- 
eren ſoon fell into their hands. Wich the leſs of 

the 
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the capital Ahmedabad, the Mogul authority WEEN 
totally annihilated, and the deſcendants of the Nawab 


Cummaul ul dien, the family which was then diſpoſ- 


ſeſſed of government, now reſide in obſcurity upon a 
ſmall jaghire, allowed them in the neighbourhood” of 
Puttan, under the protection and jealous rigikitice of 


Futty Sing. 
The only veſtiges of the Muſſelman dominion which 


now remain, are Surat and Cambait, the former ſitu- 
ated towards the mouth of the river Tappy, and the 


latter on that of the Myhie. Theſe places are poſe 
ſeſſed by their reſpective Mahommedan governors, or, 
as they ſtile themſelves, Nawabs, but their authority 
is confined within the walls, and even the ſcanty re- 


venue of this circumſcribed extent, they ſhare with the 


Mharattas, who receive a fixed and very conſiderable 
proportion. 

Beſides the two large rivers above mentioned, this 
province is alfo watered by a third, the Nerbuddah, 
which riſes in the hills of Boghilhund, and, after run- 
ning a weſtern courfe of about one thouſand miles, 


through the rich provinces of Malwa, Chandeiſh, and 


Guzerat, empties itſelf into the gulph of Cambait; A 


little below the town of Baroche, which was conquer- 


ed by the Engliſh from its Navib a few years ago. 
A ſituation ſo favourable for commerce could not 


poſſibly be overlooked, and we accordingly find, that 


this province, and eſpecially the town of Surat, has 


always carried on a moſt extenſive and advantageous 


trade, and was formerly conſidered as the grand em- 
porium of the Mogul's dominions, ſupplying the moſt 
interiour and remote corners of them with every uſeful 
commodity, nay, even with every ſuperfluityandtuxury 
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gf life, which the hand of foreign invention or induſtry 
could contrive or produce. 


Its own fertility, ariſing from the nature and Gtvn- 


tion of the ſoil, being a low flat land, and interſected 
with many ſmaller ſtreams, beſides thoſe large rivers 


already mentioned, enabled it to export great quantities 
of cotton, indigo, wheat and other grains; and the 


improved ſtate of its manufactures amply ſupplied arti- 


cles for foreign markets, in exchange for the valuable 


productions purchaſed frgm them. 
_ I ſhall finiſh this digreſſion with a ſhort account of 


the city of Ahmedabad, which has long been eſteemed 
as the capital of the province. It is ſituated upon the 
eaſt bank of the Sabremetty Nuddy, a pleaſant, whole- 
ſome, amd conſtant, though ſmall ſtream, that runs in- 
to the Myhie, and it was originally founded by Shaw 
Ahmed, King « of Guzerat, who flouriſhed near four 
centuries ago. The walls, which ſtill remain, are 
about {ix miles in circumference, and there is a very 
wide and deep ditch carried all round. Befides this 
ditch, new works have been ſince conſtructed, where 
the original defences, either from decay or ſituation, 
were judged inſufficient ; and upon the whole, it may 
be pronounced a very ſtrong and formidable place, eſ⸗ 
pecially when garriſoned, as it was at the time when 
General Goddard beſieged it, by about fix thouſand 
Arab and Sindy foot and two thouſand horſe. | 
There are twelve gateways, by which you paſs in 
and out of the city; and the extenſive circuit of the 
walls, particularly at theſe gateways, appears to have 
been ornamented, at regular diſtances, with towers 
and cupolas, which i in the days of its ſplendour, muſt 
have equally contributed to the magnificence and 
ſtrength of the place. Within the city, and upon the 
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bank of the river, is an extenſive encloſure, called the 
Budder, which was formerly the royal reſidence : it has 


been ſtrongly fortified, and entirely commands the 
principal bazars, courts of juſtice, and ſtreets where 
the palaces of the chief nobles were ſituated. At pre- 
ſent, ſo much is this city decayed, and fallen from its 
original flouriſhing condition, that not more than a 
quarter of the ſpace within the walls is inhabited, 
whereas, from infallible veſtiges, and ruins regularly to 
be traced, the ſuburbs muſt formerly have extended be- 
youd them to the diſtance of three miles round. 

Ahmedabad is the Mahommedan capital of Guzerat, 
the work 'of Ahmed and his ſucceſſors, who enlarged 
and beautified it out of the ruins of the ancient Hin- 
doo cities Narwalla and Chappaneer. Baroche and Put- 
tan, the latter of which is, I believe, a more modern 
name for Narwalla, are alſo of great antiquity ; but of 
all theſe, little more than the name exiſts at preſent ; 
and the Guicowar capital is called Baroda, recently 
founded upon the banks of the Biſwamuntry Nuddy, 
and ſituated betwixt the Myhie and Nerbuddah, about 
twelve miles ſouth of the former. | 

In Ahmedabad is Rill to be ſeen the moſque ws 
zomb of Ahmed, its founder, built entirely of ſtone 
and marble, Great taſte, {&i1], and expence, muſt have 
been exerted on theſe ſtructures, which are curious and 
magnificent, and remain perfect and uninjured by the 
ruthleſs hand of all- deſtroying time. 

Many ſuperb ruins, both within and without the 
walls, merit a particular deſcription ; ; but I havealrea- 
dy digreſſed ſufficiently, and ſhall now return to the 
ſubject of my narrative, after obſerving, that Guzerat 
continued to be governed by a ſucceſſion of its owr 
kings, until the reign of Acbar, when it was finally 
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ſubjected, and made a province of the Mogul empire, 
the wretched fate of which it afterward ſhared, as has 
been already deſcribed. 

In conformity to the engagements made with Futty 
Sing, for putting him in immediate poſſeſhon of the 
Mharatta ſhare of the country, north of the Myhie, 
the army marched from the neighbourhood of Baroda, 
and arriving before Ahmedabad the 10th of February, 
upon a refuſal. of the governor, on the part of the 
Peiſhwa, to ſurrender, beſieged and ſtormed it the 15th 
in the morning. It was carried after a gallant and deſ- 
perate reſiſtance, and about four hundred of the enemy 
were killed in the aſſault, Moſt of theſe fell in the 
ditch and one of the gateways, where, endeavouring to 
eſcape into the town as our grenadiers advanced, they 
were ſtopped by the narrowneſs of the paſſage and 
wicket, and falling one upon another, crawded toge- 
ther in a heap, their ammunition blowing up in their 


cartouch boxes, and every man periſhing hefpre 9 


could be given. 

The troops diſtinguiſhed themſelves by every RW 
of diſcipline and humanity, injuring no perſon they 
found in the place unarmed, and in the fury of attack, 
ſparing even many who laid down their arms and ſub-, 
mitted. The priſoners, amongſt whom were ſome 
Arab Jemedars, were treated with the greateſt clemen- 
cy, and thoſe that were wounded, received into our 
hoſpital, humanely taken care af; and afterwards re- 


leaſed &. 
On 


* A circumſtance ſimilar to the following, muſt give more 
Reartfelt pleaſure to a humane and liberal mind, than the moſt 
fplendid triumphs. of victory: “ an officer ef the Bombay eſta- 

bliſhment, 
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On the 26th of February, Futty Sing was formally 


put in poſſe ſſion of Ahmedabad, and the ſettlement of 


the Guzetat perſfected, and its future tranquillity ef- 
fectually ſecured, in leſs than two months from put- 
ting the troops in motion. | 

This acquiſition was by no means of the value or 
importance to Futty Sing, which, from the reputation 
of its being the capital, one would be led to ſuppoſe. 
A conſiderable part of its revenue, the whole of which 
did not exceed three lacks, had been before received 
by him, and of the collections of the country, north of 
the Mybie, more than two-thirds had always belonged 
to the Guicowar; ſo that, in fact, we did little elſe 
than put him in poſſeſſion of his own country, and this 
he was to maintain and defend in future, at the ex- 
pefice of a garriſon which had before been paid by the 
Peiſhwa. The attainment of Ahmedabad was, beſides, 
not the object of Futty Sing's wiſh : on the contrary, 
he was totally averſe to it, and to the whole of the 
propoſed partition of territory, which included that- 
city in his ſhare. 

it became, therefore, an object of political conſide- 
ration, to gild the pill we had thus forced him to ſwal- 
low, and make it as palatable as poſſtble ; accordingly, 
General Goddard exerted himſelf, to render the real as 
well as ideal value of the place as important in Futty 
Sing's eyes as he could. . For the reaſons already men- 


bliſhmenit, Ag belonged to a ſmall party of ſepoys, which » was 
employed, food after the ſtorm of Ahmedabad, in the Concar, 
and had been defeated, fell into the hands of the Mharattas, and 
by the influence of an Arab Jemedar, who declared his motive 
for interceding was, in grate ful acknowledgement of the humane 
treatment. his countrymen had met wich from Genera? Goddard, 
obtained his liberty, and returned to Bombay.“ 
' tioned, 
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| fi6ned, he found it as impoffible to give up tlie city td 


plunder, as it would have been unjuſt and tmpolitic to 
inſiſt upon the Rajah's ranſoming it, by the payment of 
2 ſum of money to the troops; and he therefore uſed” 
every precaution to prevent a general pillage, in which 
their good conduct and diſcipline fortunately enabled 
him to ſueceed; but his regard for their intereſts, and 
deſire of rewarding their valour, muſt have made him 
afterwards not ſorry to learn, that a partial prize had 
fallen to their ſhare; and to this circumſtance he found 
means to reconcile Futty Sing, although many, and 
no doubt exaggerated complaints, were daily made ; 
and one merchant in the city eſtimated his own' loſs at 
above fifty thouſand rupees. It is proper here to men- 
tion, that the greateſt part of the property belonging 
to the inhabitants had been conveyed away to places of 
ſecurity previous to the ſiege, and almoſt the whole of 
the little that remained, was the property of people 
connected with or immediately depercdont upon the 
Guicowar. 

Previous to, and during the ſiege of Aliniedabad; 
accounts were daily brought of the great military pre- 
parations making at Poonah, and it was ſoon known 
that Scindia and Holkar had deſcended the gauts with 
a- large army, and advanced towards Baroda, Futty 
Sing's capital. General Goddard put the rtoops in 
motion as expeditiouſly as poſſible, and leaving Ahmeda- 
bad the ad of March, croſſed the Myhie the 6th, 
and encamped about two miles from Baroda, on the 
Biſwamuntry Nuddy the 8th. 

Scindia and Holkar, with their whole. force, had 
moved off to the eaſtward, about twelve or fourteen 
miles from en and 2 the ſame diſtance from 

Powan 
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Powain Ghur, * a very ſtrong fortreſs belonging to 
Scindia; ſituated upon an exceeding high and almoſt 
inacceſſible mountain, and ſepatating the two provinces 
of Malwa and Guzerat. Their united force conſiſted 
of at leaſt forty thouſand men, moſt of which were 
horſe, and they had with them a few light pieces of 
cannon only, having ſent away all of a larger ſize, as 
well as every ſpecies of heavy baggage which could 
encumber or retard the celerity of their motions. * - 

On the qth, Meſſrs. Farmer and Stewart, who had 
been left with Mahadjee Scindta, as hoſtages for the 
faithful performance of the convention of Worgaum, 
arrived in camp with letters from that chief and Hol- 
kar, generally expreſſive of their friendly ſentiments; 
and of the inclination of the Mharattas te live upon 
terms of amity with the Engliſh ; as a proof of which, 
they Had given the above geritlemen their diſmiſſion, 
and inſtructed them, in conjunction with Abajee Sha- 
bajes, to make a full repreſentation of matters to Ge- 
neral Goddard. 

A conduct fo promiſing and friendly in appearance, 
extited the moſt ſanguine expectations of ſoon effect - 
ing a peace with the Mharatta State, or, at leaſt, of 
dringing about ſome ſeparate agreement with Mahadjee 
Scindia, which might be productive of the moſt im- 
portant benefits to the Company, in the final ſettle- 


ment of theit diſputes with that nation. It was, there- 


fote, matter of the greateſt concern to the General, 
to ſee his hopes ultimately diſappointed, and all his 
efforts for that deſirable end unluckily defeated. 


*The ancient city of Chappancer ſtood at the foot of this 
mountain, and a ſmall town till exiſts, under the ſame name, 
ard upon the ſame ſpot, which is ſubject to Scindias 
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He endeavoured, by every aſſurance and argument 


I his power, to impreſs the mind of Scindia with 4 


belief of the ſincere wiſh of the Engliſh for peace, and 


of the particular ſentiments of regard they entertained 


for himſelf, of which they were ready to give the moſt 
ſtrong and convincing proofs. i 

He ſuggeſted ſome conditions mutually beneficial, on 
which they were deſirous of uniting with him, in ſet- 
tling the adminiſtration of the empire upon a proper 
and ſolid baſis, and failing in this attempt of ſeparating 
Scindia from the miniſter Nana Furneſe, for which 
every opening was given, he alſo pointed out ſuch terms 
in an alliance with the preſent government, as the Eng- 
liſh had a right, founded both in juſtice and reaſon, to 
expect, and were ready to accede to. 

A very few days, however, fully convinced the Ge- 
neral of the inefficacy of his own endeavours, and of 
the inſincerity of Scindia's profeſſions. Abajee Shaba- 
Jee returned with propoſals from his maſter, which 
poſitively proved his intimate connection with Nana 
Furneſe, and were, indeed, of a nature, if poſſible, 
more diſgraceful than thoſe before made by the miniſ- 
ter himſelf, requiring the ſurrender of Ragoba's per- 
ſon into his hands, and alſo of his ſon Badjerow, the 
former of whom was to rehde at Janey, upon the al- 
lowance Scindia had before ſettled for his ſubſiſtence, 
and to relinquiſh all ſhare in the adminiſtration, which 
was in future to be conducted by Scindia, in the name 
of Badjerow, upon whom the appointment of Dewan 
to the Peiſhwa Madhurow Narain ſhould be conferred. 
No expreſs advantage was propoſed to be ſtipulated for 
the Engliſh in return for theſe conceſſions + on the con- 


trary, Scindia meant to have it underſtood, that they 


were to adhere to the engagements made at Worgaum. ' 
. | Upon 


t 
1 
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Upon the whole, it plainly appeated, that Scindia 
was not in reality ſo amicably diſpoſed, as his behaviour 
reſpecting Meſſrs. Farmer and Stewart gave room to 
conjecture ; or that, if he was deſirous of peace, there 
did not exiſt any reaſonable hape of his. intention to 
conclude a treaty, but upon terms that were judged 
diſhonourable previous to the campaign, and which in 
the midſt of our preſent ſucceſs would have been deem- 
ed highly inadequate and diſgraceful. 

Thus ended the negociation with Scindia, and though 
the General, towards the cloſe of the campaign, and af- 
ter the ſuperiority of our arms over the Mharattas had 
been repeatedly aſſerted, availed himſelf of an oppor- 
tunity of ſome indirect overtures made by Scindia 
through Futty Sing, to renew the negociation, this 
ſecond attempt proved equally unſuęceſsful with the 
former. 

The military operations, after the return of he army 
from Ahmedabad, were confined, on the part of Scin- 
dia, to a determined ſyſtem of avoiding an engagement, 
and on that of the Engliſh, to every poſſible exertion 
to induce him to alter his reſolution. 

For this purpoſe, the General twice advanced with 
the whole army, and encamped upon the ground which 
Scindia had occupied, and from which he had precipi- 
tatgly retired as we advanced. A third time, with a 
part of the army only, viz. two hundred European in- 
fantry, ten companies of grenadier ſepoys, two Bengal 
and one Bombay battalion, two twelve and ten ſix- 
pounder pieces of artillery, and about ſeven or eight 
hundred horſe, he formed and attempted a plan of ſur- 
prizing the enemy's camp. Their vigilance and exceſ- 
five caution, however, prevented his advancing undiſ- 
covered beyond their grand guard of fix thouſand men, 
| H 2 which 
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which was near two miles from the main army; and 
when he reached the encampment after day-light, he 
found the whole drawn up ready for action. 

This appearance encouraged a hope, that the im- 
portant moment at laſt arrived, when the enemy, pre- 
ſuming upon their numbers, would avail themſelves of 
the opportunity which offered, of contending with only 
a part of our force, and ſtand the deciſion of a battle; 
but this hope proved fallacious, and after a few briſk 
though partial ſkirmiſhes, the Mharattas entirely 
abandoned the field to the conquerors, who remained 
upon it about two hours, and then returned without, 
loſs, to their own camp. 

Theſe ſignal triumphs moſt ſtrikingly evinced the ſu- 
periority of our arms, and wiped off the ſtain they had 
contracted from the late unlucky diſaſter at Worgaum. 
They were, beſides, the only ſucceſſes to be gained 
over an enemy who would not fight, and who, it is 
probable, wiſhed for nothing more than to draw us on 
beyond the proper line of our policy, and the defence | 

of our new conqueſts, to an unprofitable purſuit of his 
army into the Malwa province; which, beſides expoſing 
our valuable acquiſitions in Guzerat, would alſo have 
endangered the ſafety of the preſidency of Bombay 
itſelf, at this time threatened with an attack from the 
French; and even admitting our endeavours to have 
been ſo far ſucceſsful, as that our arms had penetrated 
to Ugein Scindia's capital, they could not poſſibly 
have produced any benefit at all proportioned to the 
1 or deciſive towards terminating the War, 

The two armies continued on the confines of Malwa 
and Guzerat until the month of May, when they ſe- 
parated, 0 on account of the approaching monſoon, Scin- 

dis 
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dia marching off to Ugein, and the Engliſh returning 
to Surat, where they arrived the beginning of June. 

It would be unjuſt not to mention the particular ſer- 
vices of Major John Forbes and Captain John Camp- 
bell, the former of whom ſurpriſed and defeated a con- 
ſiderable party of the enemy under one of their princi- 
pal leaders; and the latter, who commanded two bat- 
talions of Bengal ſepoys upon a foraging party, being 
attacked at the diſtance of at leaſt ten miles from camp, 
by near fifteen thouſand of Scindia's beſt horſe, after 
killing a conſiderable qumber, forced the reſt to retire, 
and ſaved not only his party, but brought the forage 


| he had collected ſafe to camp. 


I ſhall conclude this general ſketch of the Guzerat 
campaign, with a ſhort teſtimony to the merit and gal- 
lantry of Lieutenant Welſh, who commanded a corps 
of three hundred Mogul cavalry, and was detached 
with that corps, and one battalion of ſepoys, to ſur- 
priſe and beat pp the quarters of Gunneſe Punt, one 
of the miniſterial chiefs, who with about fix thouſand 
men infefted the neighbourhood of Surat. 
The diſtance was about fifty miles, and Lieutenant 
Welth had moved with ſuch ſecreſy and rapidity, that 
Gunneſe Punt was unappriſed of his approach. He 
contrived ſo as to reach the encampment early in the 
morning; but perceiving the day would ſoon break, he 
ordered the infantry and guns to follow as expeditiouſly 
as poſſible, and putting himſelf at the head of the ca- 
valry only, ruſhed forward into the midſt of the ene- 
my, who, terrified by the impetuoſity of an aſſault fo 
ſudden and unexpected, fled on all ſides, and left their 
guns and baggage a prize to the victors. 
This gallant enterpriſe was ſucceeded by the ſurren- 
der of Parneiro, a fort built upon an high hill, and 
| | from 
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from its fituation, if properly defended, capable of de- 
fying the moſt formidable force. The acquiſition of 
this, with the ſmaller forts in its vicinity, which Lieu- 
tenant Welſh alſo took, entirely completed the con- 


. queſt of the Guzerat province, of which Parneiro may 


be termed the ſouthern limit. 

Previous to his marching againſt this place, Lieu- 
tenant Welſh received a ſmall reinforcement of ſepoys, 
with battering | cannon and. ſtores, from Mr. Boddam, 
ehief of Surat, whoſe name I ſhould be unpardonable. 
to mention, without bearing teſtimony at the ſame 
time to his zeal for the intereſts of the Company, 
which is ever active, and has conſpicuouſly diſtinguiſh- 
ed itſelf on various occaſions; nor is he himſelf leſs re- 
markable for the integrity and diſintereſtedneſs of his 
public character, than for his many private yirtues and 
amiable qualifications, 5 

Thus terminated the firſt campaign of the Mharatta 
war; and General Goddard, beſides the conſcious ſa- 
tisfation of having uniformly ſucceeded in every at- 
tempt he made againſt the enemy, and of haying put 
the Company in poſſeſſion of a territory yielding an 
annual revenue of thirty lacks of rupees, had a farther 
gratification, not the leaſt pleaſing to a generous mind, 
of reeeiving the moſt full and flattering teſtimonies 
from the government of Bengal, of their approbation 
of every part of his conduct, and the high ſenſe they 
entertained of his ſervices to the Company. 

During the monſoon of 1780, nothing material oc- 
curred, except the important conqueſt of Gualior, at- 
chieved by Major Popham, who carried it in the moſt 
enterpriſing and gallant manner, and by a ſkilful and 
well concerted ſtratagem, that does the higheſt honour 
to his military talents and abilities. 


In 


* 
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In the preceding month of November, Maj or Pop- 
ham had received the command of two thouſand drafts, 
intended to reinforce General Goddard's army, but 
from various cauſes, principally from the danger of 
attempting to croſs the peninſula with ſo ſmall a force, 
the defign was dropped, and a new plan adopted by the 
Governor General, for making a diverſion in fayour of 
the general operations of the war from the country of 
the Gohud Ranna, which ſhould, in its conſequences, 
involve a combination of the ſeveral Hindoo princes, 
interſperſed through the province of Ie and to 
the northward of Mal wa. . 

An attempt was accordingly made to negociate with 
thoſe petty chiefs, which unfortunately did not ſucceed 
in any adequate or uſeful degree ; and the political as 
well as military operations of that quarter, were con- 
fined to an alliance with the Ranna of Gohud, and the 
recovery of his country from the Mharattas. 

It was in the execution of this ſervice that Major. 
Popham ſignalized himſelf, and made the Company's 
name feared and reſpected throughout Hindoſtan, by 
planting the Britiſh colours upon the walls of Gualior, 
4 fortreſs which had for ages been deemed impreg- 
nable, and where, as in a ſecure and inaceeſſible afylum, 
the Mogul emperors, in the days of their magnificence 
and power, had always confined the vanquiſhed rivals 
of their greatneſs, and other eminent priſoyigs of ſtate. 

No means of reconciliation with the Mharattas could 
be found during the rainy ſeaſon of the year 1780, and 
accordingly a renewal of hoſtilities became neceſſary. 
After providing for the preſervation and ſecurity of 
our acquiſitions in Guzerat, the defence of which was 
committed to a detachment of our own troops, and a 
proportion of horſe to be furniſhed by our ally, Futty 


Sing, 


TY 


Tg, the army marched from Surat the 16th of Os: 
ber, and arrived before Baſſein about the middle of 
November. The battering cannon and ſtores were 
landed with all expedition, and the ſiege carried on 
with ſuch unremitting vigour and alacrity, chat on the 
11th of December, a practicable breach being made, 
the garriſon, conſiſting of at leaſt fix thouſand men, 
capitulated and laid down their arms. 

Thus by the bravery and good conduct of theie 
troops; was the Company, in the very commencement - 
of the ſecond campaign, put in poſſeſſion of a place, 
which had been long the object of their ardent wiſhes 
and moſt eager ſolicitude, and which, in the treaty 
made with Ragonaut Row in 1778, by the Bombay go- 
vernment, had been deemed of ſo great importance, 
as to conſtitute the moſt material article ſtipulated with 
him in behalf of the Engliſh, for inveſting him with 
the regency and entire adminiſtration of the Mharatta 
empire. 

The conqueſt of Baſſein was ſoom followed by che 
furrender of Amoll, a ſmall, though from its ſituation 
very tenable fort, upon an iſland about” one thouſand 
ſix hundred yards diſtant from that of Baſſein, and 
whoſe poſſeſſion is abſolutely requifite to ſecure the un- 
moleſted enjoyment of Baſſein itſelf. Ihe garriſons of 
TarraporeWDan6u, and other forts, ſituated along the 
ſex coaſt of the Conean, thought proper to follow the 
ſame example; and at the end of the year 1780, the 
Engliſh, to the conqueſt of Guzerit, had added that of 
the largeſt and moſt valuable part of the Concan, and 
were actually maſters of an extent of ſea coaſt from 
Cambait to the mouth of the Pen river, which empties 
itſelf into Bombay harbour, of above three hundred 
miles. 


Thus 
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Thus far we have conducted the Mharatta war, and 
from a contemplation of the paſt, ſo far. from diſco- 
vering any cauſe of, regret for having commenced it, 
we ſhould be led to entertain the moſt reaſonable and 
well-grounded expectation, of being ſhortly able to 
bring it to a glorious and ſucceſsful termination; ſince 
beſides the conqueſts already made, we actually en- 
joyed, at the period above mentioned, means for its 
proſecution infinitely ſuperior to what we originally 
poſſeſſed, or could have even hoped to acquire in ſo 
ſhort a time from our own ſingle and unaſſiſted efforts. 

Various cauſes, however, unfortunately contributed 
to diſappoint this hope, the principal of which I ac- 

knowledge to have been the breaking out of the war 
with Hyder Ally Chawn, and the great and unexam- 
pled ſucceſs of his arms in the Carnatic. I muſt alſo 
be of opinion, that the meaſures adopted for bringing 
about an accommodation were in their nature of ſo im- 
politic and dangerous a tendency, as to throw obſtacles 
in the way of it, and by the eagerneſs and anxiety they 
betrayed, actually defeated the purpoſe they were in- 
tended to attain. 

I ſhall have frequent non | in the courſe of my 
narrative to elucidate this latter obſervation. . I ſhall, 
therefore, at preſent confine myſelf to a deſcription of 
the immediate effects of Hyder's unlucky interference, 
previous to which a ſhort digreſſion ſeerfis neceſſary for 
clearly comprehending the ſubject. 

Although the controling powers veſted in the Go- 
vernor General and Council, were certainly intended 
by the wiſdom of the legiſlature, to guard againſt the 
deſtructive conſequences, which an oppoſition of in- 
tereſts, and purſuit of ſeparate views muſt unavoid- 


ably produce, if the different preſidencies of India were : 
I % per- 
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permitted to act independant of each other, (a ſyſtem 
that, however conſiſtent, or at leaſt reconcileable with 
the inferior intereſts of a mere commercial body, could 
not poſſibly be applied to the ſituation of the Company 
as a great political power, which they are at preſent 
univerſally conſidered by the ſtates of Hindoſtan) the 
tranſaftions of the period I am now relating, fully 
prove, that even this controling power is at preſent of 
too circumſcribed a nature, and that, in order to give 
vigour and ſtability to the Britiſh empire in India, the 
firſt ſtep to which requires a conſiſtency and uniformity 
in political meaſures, it is abſolutely neceſſary, that a 
full and unlimited authority, in all matters relative to 
peace or war, and in every negociation with foreign 
ſtates, be delegated to the Governor General and Coun- 
cil, and that the preſidencies of Madras and Bombay 
be directed, not only to give implicit and uncondition- 
al obedience to their orders, but to conſider themſelves 
as immediately and ſolely reſponſible to the Council 
General for their conduct in the execution of them. 

If this plan had been originally adopted, we ſhould 
not afterwards have had to contend with the two moſt 
powerful ſtates in India, the Mharattas and Hyder 
Ally, united with the combined ſtrength of France and 
Holland; nor ſhould we be now ſuing for peace at the 
fect of a vanquiſhed enemy, who is reaping the harveſt 
of wars he does not fight, and recovering in the Car- 
natic the territories he has, to every effort of his own 
force, irrecoverably loſt in the Guzerat and Conean. 

It is true, the three preſidencies ſeem in one point 
to have been moſt cordial and unanimous, I mean in 
their reſolution to make war; but although perfectly 
agreeing in the ſame general ſyſtem, they unfortunate- 
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ly differed materially in the particular obje& to which 
it ſhould be directed. 

In Bengal and in Bombay they — marked the 
Mharattas as the victims of their ſanguin Vengeance, 
but they attempted thr deſtruction by means totally 
diſſimilar arid irreconcileable z and whilſt the one party 
was aCtually in arms, ſtruggling to exalt Ragonaut Row 
upon the ruins of his country, the other was equally 
active in oppoſing a rival to his greatneſs in the perſon 
of the Berar prince. | 

In Madras, a conduct till more extraordinary and 
impolitc was adopted, and the buſineſs of the Guntoor 
Sarcar will be a laſting monument of the folly and bad 
faith of the nation, as well as a reproach to the per- 
ſons who tranſacted it. In ſhort, the records of that 
government, during the period of which I am now 
treating, exhibit ſcenes of a treacherous policy, weak- 
neſs and corruption, which are not to be equalled in 
the annals of almoſt any age or country. It would be 
an endleſs taſk, and exceed the intended bounds of this 
narrative, to enter into a minute deſcription of each 
particular tranſaction. — Suffice it to touch upon the 
ſubject generally. 

Notwithſtanding the war then exiſting with the 
French and Mharattas, and a knowledge of the reſent- 
ment already harboured by Hyder Ally againſt the 
Engliſh, the conſequence of which was ever to be ap- 
prehended from the rooted rancour and animoſity which 
Mahomed Ally and that chief mutually entertained, 
the government of Madras, ſo far from endeavouring 
to ward off the approaching evil by any temporiſing or 

moderate conduct, at once took a ſtep that not only 
irritated and offended Hyder beyond any hope of re- 
conciliation, but threatened in its conſequences to draw 
| I 2 on 
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on the reſentment of Nizam Ally, Soubah of the De- 
can; nor could a rupture with the latter have been 
avoided, butiby the wiſe and well-timed interpoſition 
of the Governor General and Council, who cancelled 
the engagements made with Bazalut Jung, contrary to 
the faith of treaties then ſubſiſting betwixt the Engliſh 
and the Nizam, reſtored the Guntoor Sarcar, and by 
farther political advances and ſeaſonable conceſſions, 
feconded by the ability and addreſs of Mr. Holland, 
who was employed to negociate at the court of Hy- 
derabad, preſerved the Nizam in his neutrality, and 
prevented him from giving any ſupport to the Mharatta 
adminiſtration, with whom he was, and ſtill continues 
to be, very cloſely connected. 

To aggravate Hyder's feelings by every poſſible means, 
in addition to the ſeizure of the Guntoor Sarcar, and 
the detaching a force towards Adoni, Bazalut Jung's 
capital, to defend him againſt the reſentment of his 
brother the Nizam and Hyder Ally, that force was di- 
rected to march through the territory of the latter, al- 


though by a ſmall circuit, his country might have been 


entirely avoided. | 
This inſult, added to former cauſes of provocation, 


and the engagements he had lately formed with the 


Mharatta miniſter, precipitated Hyder's hoſtile prepa- 


' rations, and in the middle of the year 1780 he deſcend- 


ed the paſſes and entered the Carnatic, which, accord- 
ing to expeCtation, he found totally unprepared for 


defence, and unable ta oppoſe or check his career, 


The rapidity of his conqueſts and the fatal diſaſter 
which befel our arms near Conjeveram, are facts too 


well known, and too remarkable in their nature, to ad- 


mit of being mentioned in this place, or even to re- 
quire any comment, I ſhall, therefore, cloſe this di- 


greſhon 


| 1 
preſſion by the following general refleQtion; that as the 
miſconduct and imbecility of the Madras government 
was the cauſe of Hyder's immediately overrunning and 
deſtroying the Carnatic, and poſſeſſing himſelf of many 
of the principal fortreſſes almoſt without oppoſition, 


it is alſo to the operation of that original neglect, 


which rendered the country an intire defart, that we 
muſt aſcribe both the ſubſequent failure of the efforts of 
the Governor General and Council, who ſtrained every 
reſource to relieve the diſtreſs of the Carnatic, and the 
inſufficiency of Sir Eyre Coote's perſonal exertions, 
who has, however, acquired immortal glory, for having 
ſo long ſtemmed a torrent he was prevented from ma- 
king effectual head againſt; and it is ultimately in the 
effects of this neglect, we muſt look for the embarraſſ- 
ment in which even our ſucceſſes againſt the Mharattas 

have involved us, and the diſappointment our hopes 
from them are likely to experience. | | 
I have thus in ſome degree explained the cauſes as 
well as immediate conſequences of the war with Hyder, 
and it now remains to defcribe the manner in which 
that event operated upon our conteſt with the Mha- 

rattas. x | 

The firſt idea which naturally ſuggeſted itſelf to the 
Governor General and Council, after ſending a ſupply 
of men and treaſure to the coaſt, was to endeavour to 
terminate the Mharatta war, in order to employ their 
whole collected force in oppoſing Hyder, and driving 
him from the Carnatic, For this purpoſe propoſals for 
an accommodation were tranſmitted to the Poonah 
adminiſtration, and copies of them ſeparately forward- 
ed to the Preſident and Select Committee of Bombay 
and General Goddard, for their information and ob- 
ſervation. The letter to the latter, dated October g. 
1780, 
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3780, concludes with the following paragraph: „And 
« we hereby poſitively require and command you im- 
«* mediately to ſuſpend all hoſtilities and military ope- 
« rations againſt the Mharattas, whenever you may 
tc receive a requiſition in writing to that effect from 
&« the Peiſhwa, that the like order had been given on 
&« his part to the officer commanding his armies; but 
* jn the mean time, and until ſuch requiſition and no- 
« tification be received by you, we direct that you pro- 
“ ſecute the war with the utmoſt vigour, and act in all 
« circumſtances as if the foregoing information had 
& not been ſent you.” 

In the treaty tranſmitted, we offered to relinquiſh 
every conqueſt excepting Ahmedabad and Gualior, 
which had been guarantied to Futty Sing, and the 
Ranna of Gohud, upon conditions of the Mharattas 
uniting with us in an offenſive alliance againſt Hyder 
Ally, of whoſe dominions a conqueſt and mutual divi- 
fon was to be made. Should the Mharattas not accede 
to an offenſive alliance, peace was nevertheleſs pro- 
poſed, each party retaining what it had acquired, or a 
ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities was to take place on both ſides 
for one year from the date of the treaty, for the pur- 
poſe of negociating the terms of a future and perpetual 
adjuſtment. Some ſtipulations ſufficiently favourable 
were propoſed reſpecting Ragonaut Row, and Modajee 
Boſla's offer of mediation and guarantee on this occa- 
ſion was declared to be accepted, himſelf permitted to 
become a party, and the treaty in conſequence tranſ- 
mitted through him to the miniſter at the Mharatta 
court. 

Three months having elapſed from the date of the 
' treaty, and no notification received from the Peiſhwa, 
either of its arrival, or of any reſolution he had come 

to 
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to in confequence, the military operations continued to 
be vigorouſly puſhed, and in the middle of January, 
1781, the whole of the army afſembled at Viſrabuy, a 
place about twenty miles inland from Baſſein, of re- 
markable ſanity and religious repute amongſt the Hin- 
doos, and where there are ſome hot wells, deemed of 
great medicinal efficacy, 

A part of the army had been encamped in its neigh- 
bourhood ever ſince the 14th of the preceding month, 
at which time General Goddard arrived himſelf with 
the grenadiers from before Baſſein, to the ſeaſonable 
relief of a detachment of Bombay troops, which had 


been employed for a conſiderable period before in the 
ſouthern parts of the Concan, protecting the country 


and collecting the grain. The harveſt was then over, 
and the troops on their march towards Baſſein had ad- 


vanced as far as the neighbourhood of Viſrabuy, where, 


having ſucceſsfully oppoſed ſmaller parties of the ene- 
my, they were at length attacked and ſurrounded by 
ſuperior force, and compelled to take poſt in a ve 


ſtrong and adyantageous ſituation, from which it would 


have been equally difficult for the enemy to diſlodge 


them, as it was impoſlible for them to advance. This 
force, at the time of which I am now ſpeaking, ated 
under the ſeparate and particular orders of the Select 
Committee at Bombay, but was afterwards put under 
General Goddard's ſole command, and continued fo. 


the remainder of the campaign. 


The Concan is a tract of country extending conſider- 


ably along the ſea coaſt, and is ſeparated from the De- 


can on the eaſtward by a chain * of high hills, running 
| in 


* This chain extends itſelf all along the Malabar coaſt, al- 
moſt as far to the ſouthward as Anjengo; and the entrance into 
the 
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in a direction from north to ſouth, and parallel with 
the ſhore, over which, in ſuch places as are moſt ac- 
ceſſible, the ſeveral gauts or paſſes leading into the 
Mharatta country, which from its great elevation is 


ſtiled the Balagaut, are ſituated. 
At the time the army marched from Baſſein, the 


force of the Mharattas in the Concan and below the 


gauts, under Hurry Punt Furkea, conſiſted of at leaſt 
twenty thouſand horſe and foot, with about fifteen 
guns. Theſe were poſted on the road to Bhore Gaut, 
which is one of the moſt eaſy and praCticable paſſes, and 
where it was expected by the enemy we meant to aſ- 
cend, being the neareſt and moſt convenient route to 
Poonah, and having been preferred by the * go- 
vernment on a former occaſion, 

Notwithſtanding their numbers, they were too much 
intimidated to offer any ſerious oppoſition, and excep- 
ting a few ſlight ſkirmiſhes, in which we were always 
ſuperior, the army met with little or no reſiſtance till 
it reached Campoley, at the entrance of the Bhore 
Gaut, on the 8th of February. The enemy had pre- 
viouſly afcended, and from appearances there was eve- 
ry reaſon to believe they had come to a determination 
of reſolutely diſputing the paſſage. This belief was 


confirmed by the ſpies, who gave intelligence, that 
about four thouſand infantry with guns had taken poſt 


the Myſore country, and the whole of Hyder's dominions on the 
weſtern ſide of India, is in like manner rendered difficult and 
hazardous by ſteep and narrow paſſes over them, which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily require any plan of military operations entered into from 
that quarter to be formed upon a very liberal and therefore ex- 


penſive ſcale, not only to anſwer any real and adequate purpoſe 


of public advantage, but to guard againſt the danger of miſcar- 
nage, to which it would be otherwiſe certainly expoſed. + 
upon 
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upon the top of it, that the whole Mharatta army was 
encamped at a little diſtance, and that Holkar, with 
about fifteen thouſand men from Malwa, and another 
chief, called Ragonaut Pundit, with about half that 
number, had lately arrived in their camp. | 
The General conſidering that any delay would not 
only encreaſe the confidence of the enemy, but give 
them an opportunity of conſtructing new works, ſo as 
to render the paſs every day more difficult and hazard- 
, ous, reſolved upon ſtorming it that very night, The 
grenadiers were accordingly ordered to be in readineſs, 
under the command of Colonel Parker, and a plan of 
attack formed, which from its own judicioufneſs and 
excellence, the gallantry and good conduct of the of- 
ficer who executed it, and the diſciplined, ſteady valour 
of the troops under him, proved ſucceſsful beyond 
even the moſt ſanguine expectation, The party en- 
tered the foot of the paſs at midnight, and by five in 
the morning had gained entire poſſeſſion of it, driving 
the enemy from Condolah, the very ſummit of the 
hill, and four miles diſtant from Campoley, moſt of 
the road winding through narrow — and up a very 
ſteep and rugged aſcent. 

Poonah, the Mharatta capital, is not diſtant from 
Bhore Gaut more than forty-five miles. Such were 
the terrors impreſſed upon the enemy, in conſequence 
of our near approach, and ſo ſtrong their belief 'of our 
intentions to advance towards it, that they entirely 
burnt and deſtroyed Telliagong, a very conſiderable 
town about half way, and had aCtually made every pre- 
paration for ſetting fire to Poonah itſelf, by filling the 
houſes with ſtraw, and removing the inhabitants and 
effects to the neighbourhood of Settara. | 
K A knows 


( 66 ) 


A knowledge of this circumſtance united with many 
other conſiderations to prevent our puſhing forward to 
the capital, and to confine the remaining operations of 
the campaign to a defence of the conqueſts already 
made. | 

In the firſt place, our whole force did not exceed fix 
thouſand men, and the enemy's could not be leſs than 
eight times that number; it was therefore impoſſible to 
make any diviſion of our force, or even to leave a de- 
tachment ſufficiently ſtrong to defend the poſt at Bhore 
Gaut if we advanced beyond it. Unaſſiſted by horſe, 
we could entertain but little hope of being able to col- 
lect proviſion or even procure forage in a country to- 
tally deſolate and ruined, and we muſt on that account 
have carried a very -ample ſupply of grain with us, 
which would of courſe have greatly encumbered and 
endangered our march. | | 

In addition to theſe conſiderations, when we reflect 
that no adequate or uſeful end could poſſibly be attained 
by entering the Decan, either towards improving the 
ſucceſs of the war, or bringing it to a termination, that 
we had not the moſt diſtant expectation of being joined 
by any party in the Mharatta ſtate, which alone would 
have juſtified our advancing ;z and that without any de- 
terminate object to gratify, or hope of a revolution to 
excite us, we could only have acquired the empty glory 
of poſſeſſing the Mharatta capital for a few days, and 
of effeCting a retreat from it at the moſt emiaent peril 
and certain hazard: I ſay, when theſe matters come to 
be fully conſidered, the impropriety and impolicy of pe- 
netrating into the Decan, under ſuch an accumulation 
of diſcouraging circumſtances, will be clear and ob- 
vious to every one. 


The 
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The rapid progrefs of our arms had hitherto produced 
no overture or notification on the part of the Peiſhwa, 
according to the expectations derived from the contents 
of the Bengal letter; on the contrary, it appeared that 
the miniſter, from the time of Teceiving the Bengal 

propoſals, had become more remiſs and indifferent in 

his endeavours to accompliſh a peace, which from our 
extreme anxiety and ſolicitude, he faw it was in his 
power to obtain whenever it might ſuit his own incli- 
nation or convenience, upon terms far ſuperiour to his 
moſt ſanguine expectations. 

The near approach of the army ſeemed, however, 
to rouſe him from this ſecurity; and a few days after 
getting poſſeſſion of the gauts, a meſſage arrived from 
one Byroo Pundit, propoſing to ſend an emiffary to the 
camp, to converſe upon the ſubjeQ of negociation. 

This Byroo Pundit poſſeſſed a conſiderable ſhare of * 
the private confidence of the miniſter, and had entered 
into a ſecret correſpondence with General Goddard fo 
early as the month of October 1780, to which the lat- 

a ter gave every proper encouragement, in order to avail 
himſelf of any means it might offer for accompliſhing 
a peace. Nana Furneſe was himſelf privy to the whole 
tranſaction; and this renewal of correſpondence, after 
it had been ſuſpended for above two months, induced 
the General to form ſome hopes favourable to peace. 
He therefore determined to promote it all in his power, 
and anſwered Byroo Pundit's letter, by conſenting to 
his propoſal of ſending an emiffary, who accordingly 
arrived in camp the 12th of February. 

All expectations of ſucceſs, however, from this cir- 
cumſtance ſoon vaniſhed ; and the man, after affirming 
that © although the miniſter wiſhed to unite with the 
« Engliſh againſt Hyder Ally hereafter, it was his pre- 

| e « ſent 
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& ſcnt determination to adhere to the engagements he 
cc had made with that chief, and to make no treaty 
e with the Engliſh in which he was not included,” re- 
turned to his maſter, promiſing to communicate faith- 
fully the friendly intentions of the Engliſh, and the 
particular points given to him in charge by the Gene- 
ral; in conſequence of which, ſhould the miniſter ap- 
prove, a public vakeel from the Sarcar ſhould be imme- 
diately deputed to negociate, or at all events an anſwer 
ſhould be returned in ejght days. The anſwer was 
written by Byroo Pundit, and repeated the miniſter's 
determination, „ö to make no treaty with the Engliſh 
te in which Hyder Ally was not included as a friend 
56 and ally of the Peiſhwa,” 

As Byroo PundiP's agent had declared in convenla. 
tion, that the propoſals for peace from Bengal had ne- 
ver been received by the miniſter, the General thought 
it proper, that he might not have it in his power heres» 
after to plead ignorance of them, as an excuſe for con- 
tinuing the war, and to obtain a decided knowledge of 
his preſent intentions, to ſend him a copy of the pro- 
poſals, declaring himſelf empowered to conclude an 
alliance with the Mharattas, and ready to accede to 
one upon the terms offered by the Governor General 
and Council, 

The miniſter's anſwer, as it was clear and pointed 
with reſpect to his own intentions, and furniſhed an 
additional proof of the ſincere and friendly inclina- 
tions of the Berar prince, I ſhall here tranſcribe. — 
« Before this time, Modajee Boſla wrote to the Sarcar 
« as follows; The Governor General and Council of 
Fs Calcutta have ſent a treaty to me, but as it does not 
c meet with my approbation, how can it be approved 
* and conceded to by the Peiſhwa ? — I have therefore 
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& returned it to Mr. Haſtings.” The miniſter pro- 
ceeds — At preſent that very treaty which you have 
& ſent me has been peruſed by your friend from begin- 
«ning to end, and it is certain that the contents there- 
« in written are not proper or fit for the approbation 
« of the Sarcar. If you are ſincere and fervent in 
5 your deſire of friendſhip, it is incumbent- upon you 
ec to make a treaty that ſhall include the propofals of 
ce thoſe who are allied to, and aan with the 
& counſels of the Sarcar.” 


Thus ended all attempts to megualaze during this 


campaign, the particulars of which were faithfully and 


minutely communicated to the Government of Bengal, 


as well as to the Select Committee of Bombay, with 


whoſe immediate advice and concurrence _y had been 
conducted. 


The remaining ne; operations were reſtricted 


entirely to a plan of defence; and excepting ſome 


ſmart, though partial attacks, made by very conſiderable 


bodies of the enemy, upon the eſcorts of proviſions 
coming to the army from Pownwell, in which Colonel 
George Brown and Major Donald Mackay, of the Ma- 
dras eftabliſhment, who commanded on two ſeparate 
| occaſions, acquired great honour and credit, the Mha- 
rattas contented themſelves with now and then advan- 
cing towards the poſt at Condolah, on the'top'of the 
gauts, with an appearance of refolution and vigour, 
which, however, 'was ſure to fail them whenever any 
correſponding movements were made on our fide, or 

after diſcharging a few effectual ſnot amongſt them. 
In repeated letters from Sir Eyre Coote, who was at 
that time preparing for the important conteſt with Hy- 
der Ally in the Carnatic, the moſt earneſt and preſſing 
recommendations had been uſed for making a powerful 
diverſion 
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diverſion in favour of his operations, by an attack upon 
Hyder's dominions from the Malabar coaſt. 

The continuation of the Mharatta war, and the po- 
fitive refuſal of the miniſter to accede to an alliance, 
unfortunately rendered fuch a meaſure abſolutely im- 
practicable. The utmoſt exertion that could poſſibly 
be made on the weſtern fide of India, while engaged 
in a conteſt with the whole Mharatta empire, was to 
relieve the Madras troops at Tellicherry * by an equal 
proportion from Bombay, and to fend the former round 
to the coaſt of Coromandel. 

In order to effect this as early as puſhble, General 
Goddard found it neceſſary to deſcend the gauts, and 
to march towards the ſea coaſt, He accordingly con- 
certed his operations with ſuch ſkill and ſecreſy, that 
the whole of the artillery and heavy ſtores reached the - 
foot of the paſs in ſafety, and without ' the ſmalleſt, 
interruption from the enemy, who, indeed, remained 
unapprized of his intentions, and were aſtoniſhed in 
the morning of the 18th of April, to find that the poſt 
had been deſerted during the preceding night. | 

The country through which the route of the army 
lay to the ſea coaſt, was of a nature remarkably well 
calculated to reſiſt any impreſſion from large bodies of 
horſe, being exccedingly full of thick buſhes and jun- 
gles, broken ground and narrow defiles, where it would 
be impoſſible, except in very few places, for cavalry to 
act together. It was not, however, the leſs dangerous 


This is a valuable ſettlement upon the coaſt of Malabar, 
dependant upon the preſidency of Bombay, which the Madras 
detachment had garriſoned, after the capture of Mahé from the 
French, and had defended ic againſt the attacks of the Nairs, tri- 
butary to Hyder Ally, 
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to the march of our troops, who had a perfect contempt 
for the moſt impetuous charge of the moſt numerous 
army of Mharatta horſe, and could only be eſſentially 
injured by parties of infantry concealed in hollow ways 
and behind rocks and buſhes, for which the ſituation of 
the country proved peculiarly favourable. 

This mode of attack was accordingly adopted by the 
enemy, who deſcended into the Concan, under Hurry 
Punt Furkea, Tuckojee Holkar, and Purriſs Ram Bow, 
three of their prineipal chiefs. Their number could 
not be ſhort of fifty thouſand men, of which near ten 
thouſand were infantry, moſt of them Arabs and Sin- 
_ dys, who, excepting the ſepoys regularly trained up in 
the European diſcipline, are by far the braveſt and moſt 
ſerviceable troops in Hindoſtan. 

The diſtance from the frei 
was about twenty-four miles, and during the whole of 
the march, which laſted three days, the enemy exerted 


their utmoſt efforts to harraſs and annoy the line, but 


without producing any other effect than unfortunately 
killing and wounding ſome of our people. They ſuf. 
fered very conſiderably themſelves, but were unable to 
obtain the ſmalleſt partial advantage over the Engliſh 
troops, or even to ſeize upon any part of the great 
quantity of neceſſary baggage and ſtores which attend- 
ed them: a circumſtance that reflects the higheſt ho- 


nour upon the military conduct and ſxilful mandeuvres 


of the commander, and upon the ſteady valour and gal- 
lant perſeverance of the whole army. 


This ſevere action of three days continuance, in 
which Colonel Parker, the ſecond in command, gal- 


lantly loſt his life, and which has been ſucceeded by 
no farther military efforts of any conſequence, either 


on our part or that of the Mharattas, terminated the 
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operations ot the ſecond campaign, as the enemy ſliort- 
ly after aſcending the gauts, evacuated the Concan, 
and the Engliſh army prepared to canton at Callian du- 
ring the approaching winter. 

That I might not interrupt my narrative of the ha 
ations on the Malabar coaſt, I have not regarded the 
preciſe order of time, in communicating what was per- 
formed during this campaign on the fide of Malawa, 

In the beginning of the ſeaſon, purſuant to the plan 
before propoſed, and which had been moſt ſtrongly re- 
commended by General Goddard, in order to employ 
Scindia and Holkar at a diſtance from the ſcene of his 
operations, it had been reſolved to augment the force in 
that quarter; and notwithſtanding the preferable claims 
of Major Popham, from his having already diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf in the command, he was unjuſtly deprived 
of it, and the conduct of the operations on their pro- 
poſed extenſive plan committed to another officer, 
whoſe merits, however great they might otherwiſe be, 
ought not to have been put in competition with Major 
Popham's ſuperior pretenſions on this n occa- 
ſion. 

Another and more capital error, becauſe attended 
with i injury to the public, was the inſufficiency of the 
exertions themſelves, and the inferiority of the force 
employed, even after the propoſed augmentation had 
taken place, to anſwer any important purpoſe of real 
or adequate benefit; by which means it happened, 
that Scindia, conſidering himſelf as fully equal to op- 
paſe its progreſs, detached Holkar with a conſiderable 
body of troops to ſupport the miniſter ; and notwith- 
withſtanding the decreaſe of oppoſition, the detach- 
ment itſelf, after advancing as far as Seronge, which is 
near one hundred miles north of the Nerbuddah, found 

it 


ore 
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it neceffary to retreat towards the country of the Ranna 
of Gohud; in effecting which, Colonel Camac, who 
commanded, plammed, and executed with fucceſs a ju- 
dicious march upon Scindia, ſurpriſing his camp, and 
taking ſome guns and elephants, and by that means 
profecuted the remainder of his march to the north- 
ward with leſs moleſtation and difficulty. | 

have thus condutted my narrative to the concluſion 
of the ſecond campaign of the Mharatta war; and 
here it may be proper to pauſe, in orMr to take a fur- 
vey of the general ſtate of affairs at that period, as an 
attention to, and knowledge of them, is abſolutely ne- 


ceffary to forma proper ne of the meaſures af 


terwards adopted. 

In addition to the conqueſts of the preceding year, 
Baffein and the country of the Concan, extending along 
the ſea coaſt from Bombay to Surat, had been acquired 
for the Company, which completed every view of ter- 
ritorial poſſeſſion their moſt ſanguine wiſhes, encou- 
raged by the moſt fignal and glorious ſuccefſes, could 
have ever led them to expect, or even hope for. To 
balance theſe advantages, Hyder Ally had invaded and 
overrun the Carnatic, where he ſeemed to have efta- 
bliſhed himſelf ſo firmly, by pofſefiing many of. the 


ſtrong holds, and laying waſte the whole of the open 
country, that any adequate exertion from that quarter 


to drive him out of it was judged abfolutely beyond 
our ſtrength and impracticable. It became, therefore, 
the chief and primary object of our political confidera- 
tion, to attack Hyder's dominions from the coaſt of 
Malabar 3 nor is there any doubt but that this ex- 
pedient, could it have been vigorouſly and extenfively 
adopted, muſt have fully anſwered every propoſed uſe- 
ful end, and have delivered the Carnatic from its dan- 
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gerous, its fatal invader. In effecting this point, how- 
ever, the difficulty lay, for it was obvious to the plain- 
eſt ſenſe and moſt common underſtanding, that ſome 
accommodation with the Mharatta ſtate, was a neceſſary 
prelude to any attack on Hyder, from Bombay. Ac- 
cordingly propoſals had been tranſmitted for that pur- 
poſe to Poonah, through the Rajah of Berar, as has 
been already ſeen ; and although the enmity naturally 
ſubſiſting between the Peiſhwa and Hyder Ally, and 
the advantage ken by the latter during the late trou- 
bles in the Mharatta government, of poſſeſſing himſelf 
of an immenſe territory ſouth of the river Kriſtna, 
yielding annually near a crore of rupees, might have 
encouraged a reaſonable hope of the miniſter's eagerly 
embracing an opportunity to recover ſuch valuable poſ- 
ſeſſions, it was unfortunately found, that a reſentment 
of our conduct, a ſenſe of obligation to Hyder for his 
ſeaſonable interpoſition, and a confidence in the im- 
portant benefits expected from their mutual connec- 
tion, prevailed over every other conſideration, and de- 
termined him to prefer his late engagements to an ad- 
vantageous alliance with the Engliſh, even though it 
came recommended to his acceptance by an immediate 
reſtitution of all the conqueſts we had made lince the 
commencement of the war. 

This determination on the part of the miniſter to 
perſevere in hoſtilities, rendered any invaſion of Hy- 
der's territories from the Malabar coaſt utterly impoſſi- 


ble, and while it pointed out the neceſlity of previouſly 
bringing the Mharatta conteſt to a determination, ſug- 


geſted a vigorous proſecution of hoſtilities, as the only 
effectual and ſpeedy means of doing ſo, ® _ 
That theſe were the ſentiments of the Government 


of Bengal, will appear from the following extract of 
their 


* 


(786 9 


their letter to the Selett Committee of Bombay, dated 
May 10, 1781. “ We have repeatedly declared, that 
« we wiſh incerely a peace with the Mharatta ſtate. 
cc It is our fixed object, and we ſhall deem the accom- 
« plimment of it on honourable terms a moſt defirable 
« event. One mode of obtaining it has been tried; 
4 advances have been made, but theſe advances have 
er not been ſucceſsful.” A repetition of them would i in 
« our opinion have no other effect, than to fix an opi- 
nion of our weakneſs in the Mharatta government, 
e and inſtead of ſhortening, PIER the duration of 
te the war. 
« We repeat our firm edifice that nothing but 
* a vigorous and ſucceſsful proſecution of it, will pro- 
te duce an honourable termination to it. Under this im- 
« preſſion, our inſtructions to General Goddard have 
d been framed and continued; and under the ſame in- 
« fluence we expreſs to you our wiſh, that your aid 
« may be afforded to General Goddard's operation.” 
Notwithſtanding this decided opinion of the Go- 4 
vernor General and Council, for a vigorous proſecu- 
tion of the war againſt the Mharattas, the moſt urgent 
and pointed repreſentations of the neceſſity of making 
a powerful diverſion on the ſide of Malabar, were con- 
ſtantly arriving from the coaſt of Coromandel ; and 
the conſequences of negleCting to do ſo immediately, 
were diſplayed in the moſt lively and alarming colours, 
without any reference to the actual ſtate of circum- 
ſtances at Bombay, or to the certain ruin with which 


* 


* How fincerely is it to be larfiented, that this obvious and 
ſelf- evident maxim did not always ſtrike the Governor General 
and Council in the ſame. forcible and convincing manner, as is 
ſeems to have done on the preſent occaſion. 
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that N would be menaced from the Mharattas, 


if the force neceſſary for its protection and ſecurity 
was detached upon any remote or ſeparate ſervice. : 

In this exigency, the government of Bombay, in 
concert with General Goddard, ſtrained every nerve 
they poſſibly could without leaving themſelyes entirely 
defenceleſs; and they certainly had merit in the diſin- 
tereſtedneſs with which they were, willing to relinquiſh 
the rich prize within their graſp, and to ſacrifice every 
hope of their own future aggrandizement, to theix 
deſire of contributing to the immediate relief of the 
diſtreſs of the Carnatic. With this view, they ſent the 
greateſt part of the Madras detachment round to the 


Coromandel coaſt, immediately after the return of the 


army from the gouts, although from every argument 
of a juſt and rational policy, confirmed by the declared 
opinion of the Governor General and Council, it was 


| ſuppoſed that the lycceeding campaign muſt be entered 


upon with energy and yigour, in order to extricate the 
Company's affairs from the misfortunes that generally 
threatened their deſtruction ; and in the ſubſequent No- 
vember, when it was found their own hands were effec, 
tually tied up from active operations, as will appear in 
the ſequel, they ſent down an additional reinforcement - 
to the garriſon of Tellichery, which enabled Major 
Abingdon, the officer commanding, to make a gallant, 


ſudden, and well-concerted ſally from the place, ſur- 


prize the camp, totally defeat and diſperſe the army of 
the Beſiegers, and take Sardar Chawn, Hyder Ally's 
general, priſoner, who died ſhortly after of his wounds, 
This ſucceſs was vigorouſly purſued by Major Abing- 
don, and follqwed by the capture of Callicut; and al- 
though theſe fats happened many months after the 


period of which I am now treating, 1 have introduced 


them 


(2) s 
them here, that they 2 not inen en of 
more important traniac 

Before I enter upon — latter, 1 think it alſo neceſs 
ſary ta mention a circymſtance relative. to General 
en whoſe appointment * of commander in = 


*1 have 4" che more particular on this agg. becauſe 
from the manner in which the tommand of the Benga) troops 
was continued to General Goddard by the Court of Directors, he 
certainly was entitled to retain it during their ſtay on the Malgbap 
coaſt ; and his accepting the ſtation of commander in chief at 
Bombay, was in compliance with the wiſhes of the Company, 
and in obedience to their orders, nor could it i in any ſhape deſtroy 
his unalienable right to the command of the Bengal detachment. 
In order to prove this, I ſhall tranſcribe the orders of the Com- 
| pany, appointing General Goddard, dated April 12, 1780. 

Paragraph 21. Having taken into our particular and moſt ſe - 
xious conſideration, the ſtate of the Company's military force at 
your ſettlement, we have reſolved to ;appoint an able * to 
the command of the troops at Bomhay. 

Par. 22. And having the higheſt opinion of the zeal, hs 
rience, and military abilities of Cologel Thomas Goddard, we 
haye thought fit to appoint Colonel Goddard commander in 
chief of the Company's forces at Bombay, and granted him a 
commiſſion of brigadier-general in our ſervice. 

Par. 27. It is our order, that Brigadier-general G 
have a conftant feat as third in our ſaid Council and gelebt Com- 
mittee, 

Par. 28. And as a farther mark of « our approbation of * 
conduct of Brigadier- general Goddard, we haye directed, that 
the pay and allowances received by him from Bengal, as com- 
mander in chief of the detachment ſent from that ſettlement, be 
continued to him, and paid by our Governor General and Coun- 
eil, ſo long as thoſe troops ſhall remain under General Goddard's 
command on the weſtern fide of India. He muſt receive the pay 

and 
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at Bombty had been received there in October, 1780, 
but from the important ſervices on which he had ever 
fince been employed, and his abſence from the preſi- 
dency, he had not entered upon the immediate and 
particular diſcharge of that truſt until the month of 
June, 1781, when he received a letter from the Go- 
vernor and Council of Bombay on the ſubject, an ex- 
tract of which I ſhall here tranſcribe. The Select 
& Committee have acquainted us, that ſoon after the 
tc receipt of the Company's orders of the 12th of 
« April, 1780, they have tranſmitted to you a copy 
« of ſuch" parts as related to yourſelf; in anſwer to 
« which you informed them, that you had forwarded. 
cc a copy thereof to the Governor General and Coun- 
« cil, and waited their ſentiments thereon. As a con- 
dc fderable time has ſince elapſed, and you are now , 
ic come to reſide here during the monſoon, we requeſt 
© to know whether it is the intention of the Bengal 
government and your'own wiſh to accept of the ſta- 
« tion and appointments which the — Coos 
« pany have conferred on you,” 

His reply, chearfully agreeing to enter upon the im- 
mediate diſcharge of the duties of the chief command, 
vas. canveyed in the following very clear and unambi- 
guous terms. I beg leave, in anſwer to your requi- 
ſition upon the ſubject of the orders of the honour- 


and allowance of third of our Council and Select Committee at 
Bombay; but if our Governor General and Council ſhall recall 
the Bengal detachment, the pay and allowances received by Ge- 
neral Goddard on that account, muſt be diſcontinued and ceaſe 
immediately upon the return of the ſaid detachment, as it will 
be then no longer under his authority or command; and after 
chat period, General Goddard muſt receive the pay and allow- 
ances of our commander in chief of our troops at Bombay. 

I | able 
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able Court of DireBiara, of the 12th of April, ta 
te tranſmit a. paragraph of a letter received from the 


« hönourable Goyernor General and Council, which is 
« as follows: We haye great, pleaſure in congratu- 
a lating, you on the marks of. diſtinction conferred on 
7 you by the honourable the Court of Directors, in 
« their orders of the 12th of April, as honourable in 
( themMMyes, as they have been deſervedly beſtowed, 
in reward and approbation of nee, 
duct. 
' « Although the obore: anſwer. — no poſitive 
-« declaration of the wiſhes of the honourable Gover- 
4 nor General and Council, yet I conſider it 28 tacitly 
10 implying an approbation of, and ſanction to, my ac- 
« ceptance of the important charge which our ho- 
« nourable maſters have been pleaſed to honour. me 
« with; and therefore beg. leave to acquaint you, that 
. as it appears to me to coincide with the intention of 
« the Bengal government, fo it is my own wiſh to ac- 
« cept of the ſtation and appointments conferred on 
« me by the honourable Company, and I am ready to 
et enter upon the diſcharge of the duties they impoſe, 
« whenever this government Ra deem my. ſervices 
de requiſite. 1 
I think it proper in this place to mention, chat by 
« ſo doing 1 by no means intend, nor is it at all a ne- 
* cefſary conſequence I ſhould, to depart from the line 
« preſcribed for my guidance by the honourable Go- 
<< yernor General and Council, in the general conduct 
&« of the Mharatta war, and that in all matters rela- 
© tive to it, as well as what regards the Bengal de- 
cc tachment under my command, I muſt confider my- 
6 4 as ſubject to * 5 _ Ae orders 
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by & of that preſſdeney, in any nratiter they may think 
5 & expecdtfent ant tteceffity fot the fervice.“ 

i 1 chm iow refume my trarrative, which ts, indeed, 
. drawing to x cotictufion © and it is a painful reflection, 


that the few facts remaining to be told, will un fortu- 
nately aifcover the fame want of deciſion and vigour in 
it the couftells, and of ptudeuce and firmneſs in the mèa- 
„ ſures of the Bengal government, which oy con- 
Tpicuoiifly marked the whole of their political tranſac- 
tions with the Mharatta ſtate, without the pleaſing de- 
tail Gr conqueſt and military ſucceſs that has hitherto 
aiverfified and ennvened the fubject. «7 
| Traprbfſed with the firm convittion of the neceſſity of 
terminating the Mharatta 1 war, previous to the poſſibi- 
lity of © undertaking any important or adequate enter- 
prize againſt Hyder from the coaſt of Malabar, and 
afſured from paſt experiente of the determined ſpirit 
of the Poonah Durbar, that an object ſo deſirable could 
: only be attained by a vigor6us and fucceſsful proſecu- 
tion of hoſtilities, General Goddard, as carly as the 
month of July, 1781, prepared a plan of operations 
for the enſuing campaign, and laid it before the Select 
Committee of Bombay, who concurred in its expe- 
diency, and immediately tranſmitted it to the govern- 
ment of Bengal for their approbation and, aſſiſtance to 
carry it into effectual execution. 

In the mean time every neceſſary ind leading ftep 
was taken on the part of the Bombay government and 
General Goddard which depended upon, or could be 
effected by, their own means; and the latter, not- 
withſtanding the ſevere and tempeſtuous weather which 
renders the navigation on the Malabar coaſt extremely 
hazardous, and almoſt impraCticable during the months 


of June, July, and Auguſt, failed for Surat, at which 
place 
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place he atrived the ad of the latter month. ke hort 
ly after effected an interview with Futty Sig, and ob- 
tained from that chief a body of five thouſand horſe for 
the ſervice of the enſuing campaign; which! was two 


tenkadnans chan cho patabee he was bound to fur- 


niſh by treaty. es e d eee 5384} + 
This . 
per provion and diſpoſition of the foros in Guaerat, 
rating with the detachment ꝰ ſtationed on the northern 
confines. of Malwa, -whofſe active ſervices and future 
junction conſtituted a neceffary part of the intended 
plan, the General returned to Bombay and after the 
vigorous exertions he had made, and the ſamguine ex- 
pectations he had been led to form of ſuceeſd, it is eaſy 
to conceive how great muſt have been his mortification 
and diſappointment to find that the only benefit to be 


hoped for from all his zealous endeavours,” was the 


alarm which it could not fail to excite in the mind of 
the Mharatta miniſter, and that he muſt be compelled 
to reſtrict his own future nn CIs 
defence. TITEL? Ws 

But. before 1 explain- the cauſes of this:difappolie. 
ment, it is proper to take notice of ſome events which 
| happened in Bengal during the monſoon. On the 1 ith 
of June, the Governor General and Council retiewed 


the credentials they had before given to General God-. 


Alter its return to the northward, the command devolved 
upon Colonel Muir, who in. conſequence of Colonel Camac's 
letters from Seronge, had been detached acroſs the Jumna to his 
aſſiſtance, and had advanced as far as the Rana of Gohud's coun- 
try, before the news of Colonel Camac's ſucceſsful retreat reached 
him, 
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dard, impowering him to conclude a treaty "with the 
Mharatta ſtate, either in caſe of receiving overtures to 
that end directly from the Poonah government, or in 
caſe of the arriyal of Dewaghur Pundit,“ Modajee 
Boſla's Dewan at Poonah, for the purpofe of: err 
a peace betwixt the Engliſh and Mharatta powers. 
In the inſtructions furniſhed at this time, after ds. 
elaring the treaty. tendered. to the Mharatta government 
in the preceding October, to be the baſis of that pro- 
poſed. to be now, concluded, they. particularly except 
the ceſſion of the fort and territory of 'Baſſeiny which 
they ſay, ag the miniſter did not chooſe to avail himſelf 
of their former ptoffer, and conſidering the: very ſa- 
vourable turn hich tbeir affairs have ſince taken, they 
are of opinion that, they are warranted 3 | 
they can, for the benefit of the Company: 
In a ſubſequent paragraph of the ſame Oy "_—_ 
rogeds from. the above determination in the following 
words: « a * —— to ſe" 


"tc 204 
an . 0 - * * TY 2 Try # 


— n fee the unaccountable* aaa in 
dt Modajee, the Rajah of Berar, and ill-placed confidence 
in his friendſhip, operating wich un equal degree of force to chat 
it had done upon ſo many preceding: occaſions," notwithſighding 
the leſſons we might have learnt from his conduct when General 
Goddard's detachment arrived on the-confines. of his copntry, on 
its march to Bombay; from his acceding to the general confedes 
racy in the middle of 1779, and afterwards detaching a body of 
Aroops, under his ſon Chimnajee, towards Bengal ; from the too 
faceeſsful arts he had praftifed, to retard and obſtruct the early 
advance of Colonel Camac's detachment to regain Scindia's ca- 
pital ; and from the line of treacherous policy he adopted much 
about the fame time, with reſpect to the propoſals for peace with 
the -Poonah government, tranſmitted through him in Oftober 
1780. 


t pre- 
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« pretenſions.of the Peiſhwa to Baſſeing and to aceede 
« to a treaty either of alliance or peace unleſs it be re- 
s ſtorgd, we .empawer you in ſuch caſe to give it up. 
This is a point of which, having expreſſed our wiſhes 
« as far as we can propoſe them for effect, we muſt 
6 finally and wholly rely on your diſeretion, to decide 
« it.in whatever manner you ſhall judge beſt for attain- 
<« ing. the ſole, end which we have in view, which is 
« Peace, In all events, an honourable and equal peace, 
« and if it can be attained, an advantageous one.. 

I bave been the more particular in tranſcribing the 
above paragraph, becauſe it proves, that the Governor 
General and Council, at che time of penning theſe in- 
ſtructions, had not adopted thoſe deſponding and me- 
lancholy ſentiments which, have ſinee proſtrated them 

at the feet of an inſulting, though vanquiſhed enemy: 
and that General Goddard's opinion, repeatedly urged 

both to the Government of Bengal and to the Select 

Committee of Bombay, „that no peace could be ob- 

+ «, tained, with the Mharattas but by a vigorous and 
«« ſucceſsful proſecution of hoſtiliies, and that ſolici- 
C tude and anxiety on our patt would onby tend to en- 

, creaſe. the confidence of the miniſter, and the inſo- 
„ lent extravagance of his demands, was, at the pe- 
riod I am now ſpeaking of, countenanced by the de- 
clared ideas of the Governor General and Council 
themſelves. 

Their letters concluded with acquainting General 
Goddard, that it being the Governor Generals inten- 
tion to proceed to Lucknow about the middle of July, 
he would of courſe take Benares on his way, and pro- 
bably Modajce's Dewan might lay afide his firſt 'defign 
* A Ae to Poonab, and give the Governor Gene- 
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„ 
ral a meeting at Benares, in which caſe, he, the Ge- 
neral, was to continue his negociation with the Mha- 
ratta goverument, but ſuſpend the execution of the 
treaty, and conſtantly adviſe the Governor General of 
P 79 Fa 15/9 pare pre $9) 
known. 

Whatever dect might be produced from the intend. 
ed viſit of Modajee's Dewan to Poonah, it ſeemed to 
the General pretty certain, that no overture could rea- 
ſonably be expected directly from the Poonah govern- 
ment, and that they would continue to be directed by 
the ſame policy as the preceding year, wiſely avoiding 
any advances themſelves, fince they had it in their 
power to conclude a treaty whenever they might find it 
convenient, upon ſuch conditions as they ſhould judge 
moſt for their intereſt, and conſiſtent with the actual 
ſtate of circumſtances at the time. | 
It was for this powerful reaſon, and becauſe no ade. 
quate or ſerious attack could poſſibly be made upon 
Hyder's dominions from the coaſt of Malabar, until 
ſome previous ſettlement either of peace or alliance 
ſhould take place with the Mharattas, that the Bombay 
government and General Goddard were deſirous of 
adopting vigorous meaſures, and of making one great 
and n exeryjon of all the force which they 
| ver 


„It unfortunately happened that Dewaghur Pundit, Moda. 
jee's Dewan, fell fick about this time, and died ſhortly after, ſo 
that his intended journey either to Poonah or Benares never took 
place, and the ſincerity of Modajee's friendſhip luckily eſcaped 
the very ſeyere and arduous trial it muſt otherwiſe have under- 
= It appears by a minute of General Goddard's, at the Select 
Committee of Bombay, early jn November, that this opinion of 

the 


68 
could themſelves collect, generally aided by the GG. 
vernor General and Council, and particularly ſupported 
by the operations of their detachment under Colonel 
Muir, in' order to impreſs the Poonah miniſter with 
that belief of our yet unreduced ſtrength, and appre- 
henſion of his own future loſs and danger, which they 
were juſtly ſenfible could alone produce a diſpoſition 
favourable' to out views of peace, or even procure a 
timely ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities z nor was it till the 
month of November, 1981, that they found them- 
ſelves compelled to abandon every idea of acting of- 
fenlively, and to accommodate themſelves as far as the 
neceſſary attention to their own ſafety would permit, 
to the new ſyſtem adopted in Bengal, and the meaſures 
lately purſued in conſequence of it. I have already 
hinted Mr, Haſtings's intention of proceeding to Luck- 
now, He accordingly left Calcutta, and arrived at 
Benares the middle of Auguſt, in the neighbourhood - 
of which his journey terminated, for he was compelled 
to retire into the fortreſs of Chunar, as an aſylum from 
the hoſtile vengeance and ſpirited reſentment of Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, a Zemindar, who rented the rich city and 


the neceſſity of preſerving an appearance of vigour was ſtrongly 
ſupported by the contents of a letter from Mr. Holland, reſident 
at the court of Hydexabad, dated Sept. 2, 1781, where, after 

acquainting the General that he had a negociation on foot with 
the Nizam for an alliance againſt Hyder Ally, he fays, © I don't 

4% know what your plan of operations may be; if the cypher 

« reaches you ſafe, I ſhould be obliged to you for information}/ 
as they may very materially concern my movements in the ne- 
- 4 pociation, If an active campaign be not intended, yet the 

« giving out a report of ſuch intention, and making ſome moves 

* ments to favour it, the Nizam thinks will be of uſe in diſpor 

% fing the Mharattas to liſten to terms of accommodation 
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dependencies of Benates under the Engliſh Company ; 


and to this place Aſſuph ul Dowla, Nawab of Oude, 


arrived in perſon to his relief and enlargement; by 


which means an opportunity offered of ſettling the bu- 
fineſs which carried the Governor General, towards 


Lucknow, without proceeding any farther 7 

It was under the impreſſion of the dam and confu- 
fion which the tumult at Benares excited, and I am 
willing to believe, the Gippoinementa. given to his- 
hopes of Dewaghur Pundit's viſiting Poonah or Be- 
nares, that Mr. Haſtings authorized the officer in com- 
mand of the northern detachment, to conclude. a ſepa- 
rate treaty with Mabadjee Scindia ;_ by which it was 
ſtipulated, that the Engliſh troops ſhould immediately 
recroſs the Jumna, and Scindia promiſed on his part to 
endeavour to negociate a treaty of peace betwixt Hy- 
der Ally and the Engliſh, and betwixt the Peiſhwa and 
the Engliſh; in which ſhould he not ſucceed, he agreed 
to remain neuter in our future conteſts with them. 

Theſe were the only articles of any importance to 
the general intereſts of the Company, and the termi- 


nation of the Mharatta war. The reſt provided for the 


ſecurity of ſome of the petty Rajahs who had taken 
part with us, but in ſuch looſe and indefinite terms, 


As the particulars are tedious, and unneceſſary to à know» 
ledge of the Mharatta affairs, I haye thought it moſt proper. to 
avoid a detail of Mr, Haſtings's tranſactions with the Rajah of Be- 
nares, as well as of the buſineſs ſettled with the Vizier at this meet» 
ing. It is ſufficient here to obſerye, that the Governor General's 
object upon the preſent oceaſion was to raiſe a ſum of money, in 
which he materially ſucceeded, and that the public neceſſities 
had in his opinion fully juſtified the following maxim upon poli- 
tical, if not moral principles: “ Get money, hana JI yu 


« can; but at all eyents get money,” 


that 


.- 


TY 


that it Was plain we had Hamefoltj ſacrificed em d 
our own political views; "as the free and unmolelted 
enjoyment of their polſetbiix was fecured to them only 
during their own good behaviour, or, in other words, 
during the plesfure of Maltadee Stingia,””" ©» 77000, 
A copy of © this treaty was received by General God- 
dard, at Bombay, in November; and at the fame kme 


a letter arrived Fa the Governbt General,” exphiifiing = 


his views in making à treaty” with Mahalij6e Stitidia, 
and his expectations of that chitf's mediating a peace 
betwixt the Englith and the Wikirattas,' as Well ab of 2 
ceflation of arms being ae dhe) agteef 0 for chat 
purpoſe.” orten olle 28 9) $38159 od 
This point, Weder; Scindia ſeems to have conſi- 
dered bmw as 1uebfpewent to ſettle ; and Colonel | 
Muir, in dis letter which accompanied the treaty, nf 
ſays, thut he hdd promiſed” Bcindia to retonn end x 
ceſſation of hoMilities ſhotld take plabe a8. BCN A8 PC 
able. I ig Worthy ef remäfk alſo, that Beni; K he 
very article Which feipulsres an enderrbur öff Ns pat 
to net bett the Engl and Muaraktacz 
agrees to attempt the tame good ofte betwixt the En- 
gm and Hyder f and his promfſe to remain neter I 
unſucceſsful, offers no auseerkekelt ange de dür future 
e141 115113 set 4678 Eno 5 „ecke. 
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* TheforV df Glatibt had has rere 
of Gohud ſome mokiths previbut to the'treaty; and it ws ez 
preſſly ſtipulated with/Bcindia,' that: he ſhould continue to poſſeſt 
ir, but ualler che reſtriction above inientioned : nccordingly, 
Scindia ſhortly after, no doubt upon the cleareſt and moſt con- 
vincing proofs, of his guilt, commenced hoſilities agdinſ hit, 
and deſolated his country. A uſeſul leſſon, amongſt many others, 
to the princes of Hindoſtan, how far they repoſe 4 confidence in 
Englith honour and generoſity. 
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18) 
operations in the one caſe more than in the other, fince 
his perſonal attendance might eaſily be diſpenſed with, 
and no diminution of the real ſtrength and reſources of 
the Mharatta nation take place ; nor could he, as a 


ſudject of the Peiſhwa, detain the revenue or military 


force of the provinces in his own hands, without ex- 
ceeding a neutral part, and acting in oppoſition to the 
eſtabliſhed authority of the Poonah miniſter, which I 
am perſuaded, and a furvey, of his whole conduct will 
prove the aſſertion, it never has been, nor will it in fu- 
ture be, either his intention or his intereſt to do. 
About the time of this treaty's arriyal at Bombay, 
the Select Committee alſo received a letter from Fort 
St. George, under the fignature of Lord. Macartney, 
Sir Eyre Coote, Sir Edward Hughes, and Mr. Mac- 
pherſon, one of the members of the Supreme Council 
of Bengal, to which place he was then on bis way 
from Europe, incloſing a copy of one which they had 
jointly addreſſed to the Peiſhwa, with offers of peace, 
in the name of the Company, the King and Parliament 
of Great Britain, and promiſes, that the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council would make a treaty upon the condi- 
tions wiſhed for by the Peiſhwa, with which they de- 
clared themſelves fully acquainted. 

This ſelf- created dictatorial junto, in their letter to 
Bombay, uſe the following very extraordinary expreſ- 
ſions: © It is our meaning, that all; hoſtilities do im- 
« mediately ceaſe on the part of the government of 
«© Bombay, in the ſame manner as hoſtilities ceaſe on © 
{© the part of the Mharattas,” and conctude by ac- 
quainting the committee, that they may expect to re- 
ceive inſtructions from Bengal of a ſimilar nature as 
foon as poſſible, and that this letter would be forwarded 


ia 


699 ) 


to den through the channel of the Mharattas, to whom 
they had tranſmitted it for that purpoſe.* 
In conſequence of the earneſt ſokeitude for peace 
expreſſed in the Madras letter, and the effectual bar 
which that circumſtance, as well as the recall of the 
Malwa detachment, occaſioned to every hope of ter- 
minating the Mharatta war, by a vigorous and ſucceſs- 
ful campaign, General Goddard, in order that he might 
be immediately enabled to turn the force on the Mala- 
bar coaſt againſt Hyder Ally, and conſidering a treaty 
with the Peiſhwa as a neceſſary leading ſtep, propoſed 
to the Select Committee of Bombay, to make overtures 
to the Poonah miniſter for commencing a negociation. 
This meaſure they highly approved of, and a letter was 
accordingly diſpatched, generally expreſſing the friend- 
ly diſpoſition and inclinations of the Engliſh, and of- 
fering to depute a confidential NOR to the Peiſhwa's 
court. % 
Although the government of Ben as well as 
General Goddard, could not with propriety indulge the 
hope of effecting an alliance with the Mharattas, upon 


* As a proof of the unfavourable effect which theſe earneſt 
ſolicitations for peace on our part, and urged in ſo extraordinary 
a ſtile, certainly produced in the mind of the miniſter, it may not 
be amiſs to obſerve, that the original of the above letter, though 
received at Poonah, was never forwarded to Bombay z and that 
when Captain Watherſton afterwards expreſſed his ſurpriſe to 
Nana Furneſe at his neglecting to do fo, he acknowledged in re- 
ply, that it appeared to him a matter of too little conſequence to 
deſerve any ſerious attention. The truth, however, really was, 
that the eagerneſs and anxiety we imprudently diſcovered, had 
fully convinced the miniſter of our weakneſs and diſtreſs, and 
that it would always be in his power to chuſe the time, as well as 
dictate the terms of a treaty with the Engliſh, 
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the conditions which the Bengal inſtructions to the 
latter of the 11th of June, 1781, authoriſed, they juſt- 
ly conſidered, that ſome overture on their part was re- 
quiſite to convince” the miniſter, that they poſſeſſed the 
ſame pacific intentions with the other preſideneĩes; and 
they reaſonably concluded, that freſh inſtructions, ſub» 


ſequent to the agreement with Scindia, and to the diſ- 


patch of the Fort St. George letter, would have been 
tranſmitted to General Goddard, at that time publicly 
inveſted. with plenipotentiary powers from Bengal at 
the Mharatta court, and in all probability arrive at Bom- 
bay before the confidential agent he propoſed to depute 
could ſet out for Poonah. 

Had this obvious, this direct line of policy been pur- 
ſued, there is the greateſt reaſon to believe, that even 


leſs ample conceſſions than thoſe which have ſince been 


offered through Scindia, and ſimilar arguments perſon- 
ally urged to the miniſter, would have proved ſucceſs- 
ful, and that the united force of the Peiſhwa and the 
Engliſh would long ere this have acted offenſively 


'. againſt Hyder Ally, or, at leaſt, that by a concerted 


neutrality on the part of the former, we ſhould our- 
felves have been at liberty to make-a powerful attack 
upon his dominions from the Malabar coaſt. 

The Mharatta miniſter having ſignified his ready 
and chearful acquieſcence to receive a confidential per- 
ſon, the General deputed Captain Watherſton. “ to 
Poonah, where he arrived the 14th of January, 1782. 

I ſhall 


* The deputation of this gentleman to the Mharatta court 
was peculiarly acceptable to Nana Furneſe the miniſter, ſince, 
though not perſonally known, a correſpondence had commenced' 
betwixt them ſo early as the * 1773, and through the recom- 

mendation 


THY 


1 ſhall not here enter into a particular deſcription of 
his negociation, fince it ultimately failed in producing 
a treaty. This failure, however, mult not be attributed 
either to his want of zealous endeavour, or to diſineli- 
nation on the part of the miniſter, but to a new ſyſtem 
unfortunately adopted in Bengal, which deprived Ge- 
neral Goddard of his plenipotentiary powers at the 
very inſtant when they promiſed to prove effectual, and 
placed a confidence in the ſuppoſed influence and good 
vffices of Scindia, which, even admitting the finceriry 
of his AI they could not in oo 1 4 
rea? 


mendation of Dewaghur Pundit, Modajee Bofla's Dewan, he had 

a frequently expreſſed his ſtrong deſire, that an interview n 
take place. | 

The following fact nid points out the impolitie ** 

of the various meaſures adopted for obtaining peace, and parti- 
cularly the falacious idea of expecting it through the mediation 
of any other power, in preference to an immediate application 
ro the miniſter himſelf, viz. In order to diſprove the arguments 
advanced by Captain Watherſton, to prevail upon the Mharatta 
court to confide in the effects of Mr. Anderſon's negotiation, 
and to coneur ſeriouſly and heartily with him in ſettling the con- 
ditions of a treaty, the miniſter frankly declared that he could 
not but entertain the ſtrongeſt doubts and apprehenſions on the 
Preſent occaſion ; for, ſays he, You produced credentials in 
« the name of General Goddard, which the government of Ben- 
« gal have fince transferred to Mr. David Anderſon, and,” ad- 
ded he, with an expreſſive ſmile, Modajee Boſla now writes 
„% me, that an Engliſh gentleman has arrived at the court of 
„ Naigpore, with full powers from Mr. Haſtings to conclude a 
& treaty with the Peiſhwa. How do I know, but that, when I 
have finally ſettled matters with the former, the latter may 
«« produce his credentials, and declare the engagements made by 
” Mr. Anderſon to have been illegal and unauthoriſed ?" 


N 2 Captain 
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Captain Watherſton met with the moſt gracious and 
friendly reception from the miniſter; and although the 


latter was exceedingly diſappointed, that the expected 
inſtructions had not yet arrived from Bengal, and ac- 


knowledged that he had authoriſed Mahadjee Scindia 


to receive propoſals from Mr. Haſtings from another 
channel, he at the ſame time declared his fincere hopes, 


that theſe propoſals might be made directly to him 
through General Goddard ; and even afterwards, when 
in conſequence of the General's letter of the 24th of 
January fram Bombay, communicating Mr. David An- 
derſon's appointment to conclude à treaty with the 
Peiſhwa, and the ſuperceſhon of his own negotiatory 


powers, Captain Watherſton ſolicited permiſſion to re- 
turn to Bombay, the. miniſter repeatedly expreſſed his 


defire to detain him at Poonah, until the Governor 


General of Bengal might furniſh him with freſh in- 
ſtructions. Indeed, fo earneſt and preſſing was he on 
this head, that Captain Watherſton, notwithſtanding 


the orders he had received to quit the Mharatta court, 


- where his preſence could no longer be uſeful, as he 
poſſeſſed no powers to treat, and the miniſter might 


impraye it to his own particular views of advantage, 
ventured to avail himſelf of the caution given at the 


'ſame time of regulating his conduct by an attention to 


the general wiſh of the Bengal government for peace, 
and to the particular ſucceſs of Mr. Anderſon's nego- 


"ciation, and conſented to remain at the Mharatta court 
twenty-five days longer, at the expiration of which pe- 


riod, the miniſter promiſed to agree to his departure, 
ſhould he require it. | 
This reluctance and unwillingneſs of the Poonah 
adminiſtration to part with Captain Watherſton, viſibly 
proceeded from the diſappointment given to the hopes 
| which 


MY 
which his arrival had excited in the mind of the mĩniſ- 
ter, of himſelf negociating and concluding any treaty 
of peace or alliance with the Engliſh, inſtead of em- 
ploying and truſting to the agency of another; a mea- 
' ſure to which he had already ſhewn himſelf particularly 
averſe in the caſe of Modajee Boſla, and which it was 

reaſonable to believe, he would, from motives of jea- 
louſy and ſuſpicion, view in a light ſtill more obnox- 
zous with regard to Scindia, who, though an immedi- 
ate ſubject of the Peiſhwa, and one of the moſt firm 
ſupporters of the miniſter, was known to be exceedingly 
ambitious and enterpriſing, and famed even among the 
Mlbarattas themſelves for craft and diſſimulation. 

'The meaſure itſelf may alſo be conſidered ag a great 
political error, and an irremediable misfortune with re- 
ſpedi to our own intereſts; for excluſive of the miniſ- _ 
'ter's entertaining the ſentiments above mentioned, an 
immediate communication with himſelf would cer- 
tainly have proved moſt beneficial, by obtaining an 
early and decided knowledge of his real intentions, and 
preventing the effects of thoſe artful ſubterfuges, and 
that ſyſtem of procraſtination, which he has ſince found 
means to practiſe with ſuch ſucceſs. | 

Indeed Mr. Haſtings himſelf was ſo ſenſible of the 
ſuperior political convenience attending this direct in- 
tercourfe with the miniſter, that in reply to Captain 
Watherſton's letter of the 15th of January, communi- 
cating his arrival and friendly reception at the Mharatta 
court, although a partiality to the mode of negociation 
he had recently adopted, or ſome other equally power- 


ful conſideration, would not ſuffer him to inveſt that 
gentleman with any authority to treat upon particular 
points, or even to impart-to him the nature of the trea- 
75 prepoled to be concluded through Scindia, ** he, 

„ however, 
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«© however, directed him to continue at Poonah, to 


tc employ his moſt ſkilful management and addreſs to 
4 prevent any prejudice being had to the views of the 
« Bengal government, from the ſtop thus put to his 
tc farther negociation z and finally to make ſuch com- 
« munications to Mr. Anderſon, as his obſervations af 
« the temper, object, and other circumſtances of the 
« Poonah government might ſuggeſt, and be uſeful to 
« the ſucceſs of the commiſſion with which he was 
« charged.” | 

A conſiderable time before the receipt of theſe or- 
ders from the Governor General, Captain Watherſton 
had left the Mharatta capital, and returned to Bombay, 
where he arrived, after an abſence of two months and 
a half, the 18th of March, 1782, accompanied by Cap- 
tain Banks of the Madras eſtabliſhment, and Mr. Shaw, 
two gentlemen who had languiſhed ſince December 
1779, under a long and ſevere captivity at Poonah, 
and whoſe releaſe Captain Watherſton warmly ſolicit- 
ed, and had at length the heartfelt ſatisfaction to ob- 
tain from the miniſter previous to his departure, with- 
out ranſom or any condition whatever, and as a de- 
clared teſtimony of perſonal friendſhip and eſteem.“ 
How- 


* As the whole of Captain Watherſton's public correſpon= 


gence during his reſidence at Poonah, and particularly his addrefs 


to the Governor General, dated Jan. 23d, 1782, will have been 


tranſmitted to the honourable the Court of Directors, any partial 


extracts from his letters muſt be unneceſſary. I ſhall therefore 


at preſent finiſh the ſubject of his embaſſy, by tranſcribing his 


own words from the concluding letter of his correſpondence with 
Mr. Haſtings, dated Poonah, March gth, 1782, which de- 
ſeribes in very juſt and impartial colours the nature and effects 
pf his negociation, In the ſeveral letters which I have had 

„ the 
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— unjuſt this ſaperceſſion of 
the d. TID and at the 


« the honour to addreſs diana every circamfimes 
4 has been repreſented in as minute and clear a manner as I poſ- 
« fibly could; and nothing at preſent occurs to me, as before 
« omitted, the communication of which is neceſſary to lay open 
te the ſentiments and deſigns of this court with the greater cer- 
4 tainty and precifion, than what my correſpondence may have 
1 already effected. 

« If I have failed in accompliſhing the important objects of 
© my deputation, or in rendering ſuch eſſential ſervice to the 
« Company's intereſts, as might have been expected from my 
4% fituation, the former muſt be attributed to circumſtances which 
© could not be foreſeen or avoided, and the latter I may lament 
% ar a misfortune, but cannot help entertaining a hope it will 
% never be imputed. as a fault, being conſcious in my own breaſt 
« of having been actunted by the moſt zealous and unprejudiced - 
„ wiſhes. for the publie good, and of having exerted all my en- 
« deavours trenuouſly. and ſolely. to that end; and although the 
„ ſanguine expectations formed by General Goddard, when he 
«© deputed me to-Poonah, of fulfilling your deſire of an alliance 
« with the Mharatta ſtate, have been diſappointed, he has fill 
« the happy conſolation to reflect, that my preſence with the 
% miniſter at this time has been productive of ſome benefit to the 
public cauſe, and aſſiſted in laying the foundation of future 
« friendſhip, by an early diſcovery of the ſecret deſigus of the 
„% Mharatta' government, and the policy which influences their 
* conduct, by rendering the arts of concealment and procraſti- 
« nation on their part leſs eaſy to be practiſed hereafter, by eſta- 
« pliſtting a more free and unreſerved communication of ſenti- 
ment on both ſides, and by removing every doubt and ſuſpi- 
% cion from the mind of the miniſter, relative to your intentions 
* in deputing Mr. Anderſon, of whoſe exclufive and ſuperiour 
% powers to treat, he has at laft declared himſelf to Nur 
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very inſtant of his commencing a negociation, muſt 

have reaſonably appeared to him, it is evident from 

his inſtructions to Captain Watherſton, and from the 

whole of his ſubſequent conduct, that he did not al- 
low his own private feelings on this occaſion to operate 
to the prejudice of the public intereſt, or relax in the 
ſmalleſt degree in his zealous and unwearied endea- 
vours to forward the future views of the Bengal go- 

vernment, to whom, in his addreſs of the 16th of Fe- 

bruary, acknowledging the receipt of the Governor Ge- 
neral's letter, which had revoked his plenipotentiary ap- 

pointment, he expreſſed himſelf in the moſt temperate. 
though ſpirited terms; and in the language of unbiaſſed 
truth and candid ſenſibility, while he declared his fixed 
determination of ſtrenuouſly and invariably exerting . 
himſelf to promote the ſucceſsful accompliſhment of 
Mr. Anderſon's treaty, he only added a ſincere and fer- 
vent hope, “ that the meaſures then adopted, and the 
* change which had taken place in the channel of ne- 
cc gocĩiation, might not prove in the moſt diftant de- 

« gree of proportion ſo prejudicial to the Company's 
cc intereſts, as he was compelled to feel and declare 
« them injurious to himſelf.““ 


Imme- 


* It is worthy of remark, that though the Governor General 
and Council, in their letter to General Goddard of the 24th of 
Dec. 1781, uſe the following words, The Governor General 
„ will explain to you, that the appointment of Mr, Anderſon, 


„ as miniſter ts Poonah, was a meaſure of local neceſſity, and 


%% not dictated by any diſapprobation of your conduct in the ple - 
„ nipotentiary character with which you were inveſted, Mr. 
Haſtings contented himſelf with an explanation far eſs ſatisfac- 
tory than ſuch a liberal declaration on the part of the Bengal 


government gave reaſon to expect, and reſtricted it to a ſimple 
| and 


e 4 


„Is issen aber Osptein Watherſton's returs from, 
Poongh, and the conſequent ceſſation of. hoſtilities with 
the Mharattas, which, though not formally agreed to, 


bad then aQually taken place, .by.a conſent, mutually. 


implied, though not declared, the government of Bom- 


bay, in concert. with General Goddard, meditated an 
attack upon Hyderjs dominions from the coaſt. of Ma», | 


lahar ; and however averſe they were to any inferior 


attempt, which they were ſenſihle muſt only prodyce 


an augmentation of expence, and be attended with im- 


minent hazard, without any adequate, acquiſition. in 


proſpect, and without any hope of ſeriouſiy alarming 
Hyder with fears ſor the ſafety of his kingdom, and, 


thereby compelling him to relinquiſh the Carnatic, they. 
planned an expedition againſt Magalore, and would 
certainly have entered upon its execution, had not tha 
lateneſs of the ſeaſon, and the very dangerous nayiga- 


tion upon the Malabar coaſt, rendered ſuch. an enter- 
priſe utterly impracticable previous to the een 
ment of the monſoon. 


Diſappointed in their Kh of june an 3 1 
Jivgpon, they, were under; the neceſſity of contenting 


themſelves for the preſent with paſſing a reſolution to. 


attack Hyder Ally as ſoon after the breaking up of the, 


rainy ſeaſon as circumſtances would poſſibly admit, and, 
they entertained the ſtrongeſt hopes of receiving ſuch. 
effectual (npport « and e from the Governor Ge- 


and unqualified intimation, © that he had 8 proper to in- 
% veſt Mr. Anderſon with plenipotentiary authority ta conglude 2 þ 


66 treaty of peace and alliance with the miniſters of the Mha- 
« ratta government at Poonah, and that he would firſt repair to 
46 Mahadjee Scindia, who had offered to be a mediator with the 
% Mharatta adminiſtration, in order to concert with him the 
ns ra RIBS, 2 Aa A 5 
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eral and Council daring the intervening period, 28 
might enable them to enter His dominions in force, and 
with preparations correſponding to the important ad- 
vantages expected from, and gay by 0 Byy 4 
powerful and formidable invaſion. = 

For this purpoſe a plan of operations was prepared by 
General Goddard, and delivered into the Select Commit: 
tee of Bombay the middle of April, 1782, in hien he 
ſtated the number and quality of che troops it would be 
abſolutely neceſſary to employ upon à ſervice of ſach 

moment and magnitude, the expence in which its ef- 
fectual execution would finally involve the Company, 
and the ſum of money mann requiſite to ley ww 
an enterprize on foot. | » 

His plan, though directed to fo grand and nes 
an object, was confeſſedly calculated upon ſuch mode- 
rate and limited principles, in the means propoſed for 
Its attainment, that nothing but the moſt preſſing and 
urgent neceſſity of affairs, together with a merited con- 
fidence i in the known character, experience, and mili- 
- tary abilities of the officer by whom it was to be con- 
ducted, could have juſtified the approbation and cor 
currence it met with. The Bombay government tranſ- 
mitted a copy of it round to Bengal, defctibing at the 
ſame time their own total want of refources,” and the 
. dependance they muſt neceffarily place upon the Go» 
vernor General and Council's aſſiſtance for the means 
of accompliſhing it with effect; nor were they without 
ſome grounds of hope, from the very fattering and fa- 
vourable accounts they were continually receiving of 
the progreſs and ſtate of Mr. Anderſon's negociation, 
that the endeavours of that gentleman to conclude a 
treaty of peace or alliance with the Mharattas, through 
the mediation of Mahadjee Scindia, might be attended 

| 5 | with 
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with ſucceſs, and that they might enter upon a plan af 
hoſtilities againſt Hyder, not only without any appre- 
henſion of an attack upon their own ſettlements from 
the dſhorattas; but even ſuppasted ur, ee power - 
Aen. uſeful allj rp. 

I bave thus conducted may tiaerative do the commence- 
ment af the rainy monſoon of the year 1782 ; and here 
I muſt neceſſarily bring it to a concluſion, being unin- 
formed of ſuch material occurrences as may have hap- 
Þpexed in India, ſubſequent to the following month of 
Qitober, when clans enen 2 * 
action cummenced. © 11 4 
- At chat period theiſtete of * 
del coaſt, as far as the land- Operations ertended, wore, 

an gſpeR far from unfavourable, and eren encourages 
Fome hopes of a ſucceſsful termination, if either our 
maral efforts ſhould fortunately prove equal to drive che 
French fleet from the Coromandel coaſt, which there 
was great reaſon to- expect the ſuperiority occaſioned by 
the junction of Sir Richard Bickerton's ſquadron, chat 
left Bombay about the middle of September, would 
«certainly enable us to effect; or if any adequate diver- 
ſion could be made in its favour by a ſerious and pe 
Kut attack upon r the/fide of Ma- 
Hbar. 
This latter point, however, ſeemed to depend en- 
k 755 ppon the two following circyniſtances, via. the 
« refylt of Mr. Andeglon's pegaciation with Mabadige | 

* Scindia,” aud-** the reſolution of the: Governor G 

.,neral and: Couneil ſubſequent to their receipt of thy 
* plen of military en — We e 
. Goddard. 

—— former of theſe, although as early as 
| the __ of May, 1792, a treaty had been — 
O 2 con- 
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concluded upon terms, the moſt humiliating and de- 
rogatory on our part that could poſſibly be exacted by a 
victorious enemy; and although, beſides the reſtitution 
-of our late conqueſts, we had conſented to relinquiſh 
whatever had been ceded to us by the Poorunda treaty, 
As well as to abandon entirely. the intereſts. and cauſe of 
Ragonaut Row, the Poonah adminiſtration had ſuffered 
period of five months to elapſe without finally ap- 
-proving and atifying the conditions of the treaty; and 
it appeared moſt probable, that the miniſter, ſenſible'of 
che little danger he had to apprehend, and of the un- 
prepared ſtate to which we had reduced ourſelves of 
acting offenſively againſt the Peiſhwa,' would avail him- 
ſelf of the advantage he derived from the mode af ne- 
gociation we had adopted, to protrac᷑t the final adjuſt- 
ment of matters with us, until he had completely. ma- 
tured his own political ſchemes, and might find it in 
every reſpect convenient and perfectly agreeable tb 

(himſelf, to take a 2 and — part either for 
eee ns YC 10 £f5h07 dd. 
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this treaty at preſent for the two following reaſons. | Firſt, Be- 
_cauſe the treaty. uſelfauncil ratified does not in reality exiſt; and 
ſecondly, Becauſe however inconcluſive and inadequate to the 
 facrifices we have offered, ſuch articles as relate to Hyder Ally, 


may appear in their preſent date, they may poſſibly lead to, and 


korm a baſis f fütute engagements of the moſt important nature, 


Which it was necefficy ſhould, for ſome time remain ſecret, or be 


che ſubject of a ſeperate argument. The following circumſtance, 


however, deſerves to be particularly noticed in this peace, "that 
Modajer Boſla, Rajah of Berar, in the preſent treaty is permitted 
to aſſume his proper political character and tation, and is included 
together with Nizam Ally Chawn and Hyder Ally Chawn, as a 


friend and ally of the Mharatta ſtate. 


Regarding 


»- . 


t a0 } 


8 the ſecond circumſtance above alluded ts, 
* the. reſolution of the Bengal government upon 
« — ths plan | tranſmitted from Bambay:for 
c their approbation,“ the: advices received from Cal. 
cutta were not only the moſt unfavourabi and diſcon- 
raging, but totally deſtroyed every hope of equipping 
an armament of ſufficient force to make any {ſerious or 
uſeful attack upon Hyder's dominions from the Malabar 
coaſt, nee the Governor General and Council declare 
themſelves unable to furniſi the: ſmalleſt xa 
and in conſequence of this declaration, the Selgct. Cam- 
mittee of Bombay, ſo late as thę beginning of: Ober 
157802 ere compelled to acknowledge that their utmoſt 
excrtians during the approaching. ſenſon of -attiorbcduld 
not poſſibly extend beyond the reduction pf angelo, 
or ſome of Hyder's fortreſſes: upon the ſes donſtiʒ and 
even to operations of à nature ſo ciroumſerdbed and ſo 
inade quatt to the important objects which in policy 
prompted an invaſion, and which: alone cdubliguſtify 
the ſacrifices offered: to the Mharattas, in otder to be 
in a eondition to undertake it, the means paſſeſſed b 
the government, of. Bombay: icemed exceedingly doubt. . 
A, nod. tim 
I ſhall here cloſe my nartatives nor is it, I hope, ne- 
oeſſary to recapitulate the ſeveral facts contained in ity - 
to prove the jaſtneſs and propriety! of the following 
ideas, which ate at ſeaſt founded —— 
conſideration and candid compariſon af them. 
In che firſt place, I conceive it will be — 
unprejudiced and unbiaſſed minds, that the Mbaratea 
War in 378 briginated with the governments of: Ben- 
gal and Bombay, and was a matter of choice, aidt of 
„ Ede: 681 257 ni foie ab L wo oboug , 
| Second, 


Mb 


(aa y 
.- Seconil; That let the circumſtances under which it 
commitnced: have ben ever fo favourable, the total 
want of dun ſidence and unanimity Which marked the 
Cubſequerit counſols and conduct of the two prefiden- 
cies,. muſt have affuremiy defeated every _ and. _ 
Bored even the poſſibititÿ af fricceſs. 

Third, Phat the failure af the gotiation a | 

"ET? und the fubfequent renewal of thaſtalitics, was 
altogether unavoidable, and a meaſute founded upon 
principles of Self .preſervation andidefence. : i... 
— had nnt our own - iniſconituR mites 
misfortunes * our ums on the coaſt of 1 
nnſeaſunably inte poſeſl and prevented. 
Fifth, That in order to make any Aae eee 
diverſiom from the ſide of Malzbar, and draw Hyder 
Ally aut of the Carnatic, no partial or inferior ꝓperar 
tion could have availed, and that therefore it was ne. 
voſſary to· enter his dominions in force ſuſſieient to alan 
um wih tears for their ſafety, as well us tv-contend 
with the formidable oppoſition which the troòps em- 
ployed on F ſuch vaſe ex- 
r 1 oe N 11110260997 on 

Sixth, That the ue of doing A ett cadre 
depend upon; and eould only be fupplied'by: the _ 
vernor General and Council of Bengal. 
152 Seventh; That previous to any e was 
* abfolutelyneceflary-to-conclute a treaty with the Mha- 
-Exttas, or at deaſt to agree to a cefiation- of hoſtilities. 
.- Eighth, That; the. moſt certain and eſfodual mode of 
a — * a diſpoſition in the Poonah miniſter, favout- 

ace | . able 
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able to our views of peace, was by a vigorous and e. 
ceſsful proſecution of the war; and 

Laſtly, That, when after the repeateGproafs we had 
experjenced of the inefficacy of every ſolicitation and 
overture on our part, the Goverhor Geral and Coun- 
cil were {till determined to adhere to the ſame Yumi- 
| lating ſyſtem, and to ſacrifice every thing to the at- 
tainment of a peace, it would have been more conſiſtent 
with a wiſe and prudent policy, and in. all probability 
have ſucceeded better, eſpecially as Captain Wathers 
ſton s deputation to Poonah had put matterg in ſo fair | 
and favourable a train, if General Goddard had been 
authorized to make thoſe propoſals directly to the mi- 
niſter himſelf, which were unfortunately tranſmitted to 
him by Mr. David Anderſon, through Mahadjee Scin- 
dia, and which by the arts of procraſtingtion the Mha- - 
ratta court has already practiſed, and the opportunity 
thereby loſt to us of improving the ſeaſon of action to 
the greateſt advantage, his acceding to hereafter can 
not poſſibly render an object of political benefit, or 
anſwer the uſeful purpoſe originally intended, and 
muſt therefore be deemed, on our part, a, moſt unwar. 
* . and deſtructive Sn, 
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PO3GTSCRIPT. 


Tur very important intelligence which has been re- 


ceived from India, ſince the above ſheets were ſent to 


the prẽſs, renders it neceſſary for the author to ſay a 
few words in addition; It is, however, ſuperſluous to 
expatiate, or enter very fully into particulars, ſince the 
diſcerning public will at once perceive the nature and 


real value of the advantages above alluded to, as well 


as the cauſe by which they have been produced. 


The ratification and exchange of the Mharatta treaty, 
and the ſucceſsful expedition upon the coaſt of Mala- 


bar, are the two points that deſervedly attract the pre- 


ſent attention of the nation; ſince the former is an 


event which has long been eagerly deſired and expect - 
ed, and the latter promiſes to be followed, by the moſt 
favourable conſequences, relative to the operations of 
the war in the Carnatic. 

A perfect knowledge of circumſtances, and an exa- 
mination of the means by which theſe two points were 
effected, will, however, be ſufficient to convince every 
candid and unprejudiced perſon, that both theſe inci- 
dents have been conſequences of the death of Hyder 
Ally Chawn, which preceded them; and it is there- 
fore upon an event fo providential and ſeaſonable to the 
Britiſh intereſts in India, as the exit of that extraordi- 
nary man from the buſy ſcene of life at this critical 

P juncture, 
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( 166 ) 
juncture, that the author feels a ſincere and patriotic 
pleaſure in congratulating the public. 

He cannot avoid mingling a conſiderable ſhare of re- 
gret with his ſatisfaction, when he reflects upon the 
unlucky cauſes of delay which intervened to prevent 
the concluſion of a treaty, until the period of ſucceſsful 
fortune above mentioned ; a period that juſtified the 
moſt ſanguine hopes of an honourable termination to 
our Indian conteſts, and muſt in its progreſs have in- 
fallibly procurgd for us conditions of peace with the 
Mharatta ſtate, proportioned in ſome meaſure to the 
conqueſts we had made from it. 

The preceding narrative clearly explains what is 
meant by the cauſes of delay above referred to; and a 
peruſal of the treaty itſelf will beſt point out to the in- 
telligent reader, the motive of the author's regret for. 
the great and unprofitable ſacrifices which have been 
made to obtain it. 

The prefidency of Bombay, deprived of every po- 
litical conſequence it had acquired during the late 


| ſucceſsful ſtruggle with the Mharattas, muſt now fink. 


into an obſcurity, from which it will be almoſt impoſ- 
ſible ever again to emerge; and. inſtead of indulging 
the flattecing proſpect of an extended commerce or en- 
creaſed revenue, muſt be contented to move in a line 
the moſt humiliating and circumſcribed, poſſeſſing no 
power or reſource whatever,, receiving no reſpect or 
conſideration from any of the neighbouring ſtates, and 
burdening the Company with a heavy and conſtant 
expence, without even the moſt diſtant hope of relief 
at any future period, or by any probable turn of for- 

tune whatever, 
That this picture is by no means too highly coloured 
or overcharged, a compariſon of the treaty concluded 
2 by 


(e 
by Colonel Upton in . | 
public, will at oxee diſcover. - | 

It is, indeed, but too evident, that bind Hyter Aux 
ſtill lived to inſult the Carmatic, the ſtipulations ob:the 
prefent treaty offer no adequate benefit, or proſpe@ of 
advantage, proportioned to the important facrifices 
made im it: but when we reflect, that by his death the 
whole ſcene has been reverfed, and a new fet of actora 
introduced upon the ſtage; that a change of intereſts 
and political connections has conſequently taken place g 
and alſo, that the chiefs who reluctantly ſubtvitted'ta 
the father, are with difficulty reftramed within the 
bounds of obedience to the ſon, “ how fincevely and 
how ſeriouſly is it to be lamented, either that a tteaty 
could not have been concluded with the Mharattas at a 
time when their alliance might have been of uſe do re- 
trieve our affairs, or that we did not poſſeſs u fufficient 
mare of political wiſdom and foreſight, to have left ours 
ſelves. the freedom of deliberation and choice, whens 
ever a fortunate opportunity might preſent itſelf of en- 
peCting and TR t. if not . | 
terms. 1 

I will even i Wen and I ant 
perſuaded, the inipartial part of mankind will not think 
I hazard too much im affirming, that the conditions to 
which we have ſubmitted are of ſo ruinous and diſgrace= 
ful a nature, that nothing but ſome ſecret agreement, to 


This ſpirit of rebellion has already manifeſted itſelf in the 
fortunate defection which put us in poſſeſſion of the Bidenore 
country, and promiſes to produce effects ſtill more important and 
beneficial, ſhould the projected revolution at Seringapatnam, in 
favour of the dethroned famjly of Myſore, be attended with 
ſucceſs. 
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which we are at preſent ſtrangers, and an equal parti- 
tion of the whole of Hyder Ally's territories betwixt 
the Engliſh and Mharattas, can poſlibly juſtify, or even 
excuſe our acceding to them. 

With this remark I ſhall now diſmiſs the ſubject, 
and defer its farther conſideration until recent advices 
from India ſhall admit of our properly eſtimating the 
Joſs we at preſent ſuſtain, and of comparing it with the 
extent of future henefit, which it may be intended to 
produce. 

That Providence may fortunately continue to inter- 
poſe, and prevent the misfortunes with which a train 
of political errors has long threatened to overwhelm 
the Britiſh intereſts in Hindoſtan, is ſurely a wiſh in 
which every real lover of his country will warmly and 
heartily concur ; and the author feels himſelf at the 
fame time'inſpired with the moſt lively and confident 
hope, of ſeeing the wiſdom and power of the legiſlature 
foon and effectually exerted to eſtabliſh a new, liberal, 
and uniform ſyſtem of adminiſtration in India, to unite 
the divided and diſtant preſidencies under one ſovereign 
authority and control, and by directing their atten- 
tions and endeavours to the ſame determinate objects of 
political purſuit, to render our valuable and extenſive 
empire in the eaſt, * folid, beneficial, and per- 
manent. 


